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Parent/Carer Questionnaire: R2i SLCN 
Child’s name:  
DOB:   
Setting: 
 Year Group: 
Completed by: 
 Relationship to child:  
Date: 
This questionnaire helps us understand where your child is currently, from your perspective. It is organised around six areas we use in school support: Attention & Listening, Play, Social Communication, Understanding Language, Using Language, and Speech. For each area there are prompts for three communication stages:
• Pre‑verbal 
• Using some words & short sentences 
• Communicates with a partner 
Please tick what fits most often and add examples in the spaces provided.
1) Attention & Listening
Pre‑verbal 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Notices familiar voices or sounds
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Responds to their name
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Looks towards things adults point to
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Shifts attention between a person and an object
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Stays with a motivating activity for a short time
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Needs movement/sensory input to stay engaged
	☐
	☐
	☐



What helps your child tune in or stay focused (e.g., quieter space, sitting close, movement breaks)?
Examples: 





Using some words & short sentences 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Follows 1–2 step instructions in quiet places
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Follows instructions in noisier or group situations
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Waits for their turn when supported
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Shifts attention between activities when cued
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses simple strategies to listen (e.g., looking at the speaker)
	☐
	☐
	☐









Communicates with a partner 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Maintains attention during back‑and‑forth conversation
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Recognises when they need a break and asks for it
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Stays on topic in small group discussions
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Recovers attention after distractions
	☐
	☐
	☐



How do you know when your child is overwhelmed, bored, or uninterested? What signs do they show?














2) Play
Pre‑verbal 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Explores toys and everyday objects (look, touch, mouth, bang, push)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Enjoys simple cause‑and‑effect toys
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Accepts an adult joining their play
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Copies simple actions (e.g., rolling a car, clapping)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Plays alongside another child (parallel play)
	☐
	☐
	☐



Favourite toys/activities and how they play with them:





Using some words & short sentences
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Uses pretend play (e.g., feeding a doll, making tea)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Joins in simple turn‑taking games
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Accepts ideas from others in play
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Shares play with a peer for several turns
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses short phrases to guide play (e.g., ‘my turn’, ‘go fast’)
	☐
	☐
	☐





Communicates with a partner
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Co‑operates and negotiates roles/rules in play
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Explains ideas and listens to others’ ideas
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands humour/teasing in play
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Joins in and stays in group games
	☐
	☐
	☐



3) Social Communication
Pre‑verbal  How does your child communicate? (tick all that apply)
☐ Gives or shows objects
☐ Reaches or pulls your hand to what they want
☐ Pushes away to refuse
☐ Waves / claps / nods / shakes head
☐ Points to request or to share interest
☐ Vocalises (sounds, babble)
☐ Uses single words or word approximations
Why do they communicate? (tick all): request • protest • greet • request help • request social game • share attention / show
Examples: 




	Starts communication with…
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Starts communication with familiar adults
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Starts communication with unfamiliar adults
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Starts communication with other children
	☐
	☐
	☐



	Responds to…
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Responds to familiar adults
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Responds to unfamiliar adults
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Responds to other children
	☐
	☐
	☐



If you can’t work out what your child wants, what happens next? What do they do?










Using some words & short sentences 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Greets and gains attention (e.g., ‘hi’, name, tap) appropriately
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Requests and protests with words/phrases
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Comments on things happening now
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Asks for help or permission
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Combines 2–3 words spontaneously (e.g., ‘more juice’, ‘go outside’)
	☐
	☐
	☐



Give examples of your child’s typical phrases/sentences:













Communicates with a partner 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Initiates and maintains topics of shared interest
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Takes turns as speaker and listener
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Asks relevant questions and adds information
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Is aware of the listener’s knowledge and adjusts
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Ends conversations appropriately
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses non‑verbal behaviours (eye‑gaze, gesture, facial expression, distance, tone)
	☐
	☐
	☐



4) Understanding Language
Pre‑verbal 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Understands pointing and other gestures
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands own name
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands words/phrases in familiar routines
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands names of familiar people/objects (with cues)
	☐
	☐
	☐






Using some words & short sentences 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Understands names of people/objects without cues
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands action words without cues
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Follows 1–2 step instructions without additional cues
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands simple concepts (in/on/under; big/small; first/then)
	☐
	☐
	☐



Communicates with a partner 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Understands WH‑questions (who/what/where/when/why/how)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands time words (before/after/now/later)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands location words (next to/between/behind)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Understands non‑literal language (jokes, teasing, sarcasm, idioms)
	☐
	☐
	☐



5) Using Language (Expressive)
Pre‑verbal 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Uses sounds/babble to communicate
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Attempts single meaningful words
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Imitates familiar words/sounds
	☐
	☐
	☐



List any words/sounds your child uses regularly:

Using some words & short sentences 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Uses a range of nouns, verbs, and describing words
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses words like ‘more/another’, ‘no/gone’
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses 2–4 word combinations (e.g., subject + verb + object)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses pronouns (I/you/he/she) and plurals
	☐
	☐
	☐



Communicates with a partner / Conversational Partner
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Uses connecting words (and/but/so/because/if)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses words for time, quantity, and location
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Keeps to topic and moves smoothly between topics
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Tells short events in order (simple narrative)
	☐
	☐
	☐



6) Speech (clarity, voice, and fluency)
Pre‑verbal 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Varies sounds and tone when babbling
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Imitates syllables/word shapes (e.g., ba‑ba, ma‑ma)
	☐
	☐
	☐






Using some words & short sentences 
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Familiar people understand most of what is said
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Unfamiliar people understand most of what is said
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Speech sounds are developing (e.g., p, b, m, t, d)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Rate/volume are comfortable for others
	☐
	☐
	☐



Any particular sounds that are tricky or patterns you’ve noticed (e.g., leaving off endings, swapping sounds)?



Communicates with a partner
	Item
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Often

	Speech is clear in connected sentences
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Uses natural tone and stress (prosody)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Voice quality is typical (not hoarse/nasal)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Fluency (stammer‑like repetitions/blocks) is not a concern
	☐
	☐
	☐



What helps at home?
Please tell us about strategies, visuals, or environmental adjustments that help your child communicate and stay engaged (e.g., first‑then boards, choice boards, timers, quieter spaces, movement breaks, modelling, waiting).



Anything else you’d like us to know
Strengths and interests:




Key concerns or priorities for support:
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