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Pupil voice Guidance
Seek the child/young person’s views on their SLCN strengths and needs by using accessible pupil‑voice tools—such as Talking Mats, visuals, or talk cards—to help them express their feelings and preferences.
EYFS (Nursery & Reception)
Attention & Listening
Do you like listening to stories?
Is it easy to listen at carpet time?
Do loud noises make you feel worried or upset?
Do you like when an adult talks to you?
Play
What do you like to play with?
Do you like playing with other children or on your own?
Is it easy to share toys?
Is it hard when someone changes your game?
Social Communication
Do you like talking to your friends?
Do you look at people when they talk to you?
Is it easy to take turns in talking?
Do you know how someone feels when they are happy or sad?
Understanding Language
Is it easy to follow instructions?
Do you like when adults ask you questions?
Do you know what to do when someone says 'tidy up' or 'stop'?
Do you understand new words at school?
Using Language
Is it easy to tell an adult what you need?
Can you tell someone about your day?
Do you like asking questions?
Is it hard to find the right words sometimes?
Speech
Do people understand your words?
Are there any sounds that feel tricky to say?
Do you like singing or saying rhymes?
Do you get upset if someone can't understand you?
KS1 (Years 1–2)
Attention & Listening
Is it easy for you to listen to your teacher?
Do you get distracted easily?
Is it hard to listen when there is noise?
Do you need people to repeat instructions?
Play / Interaction
Do you like playing with other children?
Is sharing or taking turns hard for you?
Do you like joining in games?
Do you enjoy imaginative play?
Social Communication
Is it easy to start talking to other children?
Do you know what to say when you want to join a game?
Is it tricky to know what someone is thinking or feeling?
Do you like talking in groups?
Understanding Language
Do you understand instructions the first time?
Are long instructions tricky for you?
Do you understand new words easily?
Do you find questions easy or hard?
Using Language
Is it easy to explain your ideas?
Do you find it hard to think of the right words sometimes?
Do you like talking about your day or interests?
Do you ask for help when something is confusing?
Speech
Do people ever ask you to repeat yourself?
Are there any sounds you find tricky?
Does talking feel tiring?
Do you feel confident speaking aloud?

KS2 (Years 3–6)
Attention & Listening
Do you find it difficult to focus when someone is talking?
Do you get distracted by background noise?
Do you need reminders to listen?
Is it hard to concentrate for a long time?
Social Interaction
Do you enjoy working or playing in groups?
Is it easy to join in games or conversations?
Do you ever feel unsure what to say to people?
Do you prefer playing alone or with others?
Social Communication
Is it easy to keep conversations going?
Is it hard to understand jokes or sarcasm?
Is it easy to read facial expressions?
Do you find group conversations difficult?
Understanding Language
Are long or complicated instructions hard to follow?
Do you need extra time to understand what people say?
Are there lots of words you don't understand?
Do you find questions in class difficult?
Using Language
Is it easy to explain your ideas?
Do you sometimes say the wrong word?
Do you like answering questions?
Do you find it easy to organise your thoughts?
Speech
Do people sometimes misunderstand you?
Are there certain sounds you find tricky?
Do you get nervous speaking in front of others?
Do you feel your speech is clear?
Secondary
Attention & Listening
Do you find it hard to concentrate in lessons?
Is it difficult to listen in noisy environments?
Do you need instructions repeated?
Do you lose focus during long explanations?
Social Communication
Do you find it easy to start conversations?
Are group discussions challenging?
Is it hard to understand tone, humour, or sarcasm?
Do social situations feel tiring or confusing?
Understanding Language
Do you struggle with subject-specific vocabulary?
Do you need extra time to understand spoken information?
Are multi-step instructions difficult?
Do you struggle with figurative language?
Using Language
Is it easy to explain your thoughts clearly?
Do you struggle to find the right words?
Is it hard to organise your ideas when speaking?
Do you feel confident speaking in class?
Speech
Do people understand you easily?
Do you avoid speaking due to worries about how you sound?
Are any sounds or words difficult to say?
Do you feel tense or rushed when talking?
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