[bookmark: _Toc126834149]Social Communication Difficulties Indicators: An Initial Checklist

This is a monitoring tool – adults who work with the pupil should complete this checklist to build evidence of strengths and difficulties. Revisit this at timely intervals, to give evidence of enduring difficulties and impact of interventions and support.

Name of pupil: _______________________     Year: ____ 	Date: ____________

	Type of difficulty/difference 
	

	Difficulties/Differences in social interaction

	Limited, fleeting, intense or unusual eye contact
	

	Reduced range of gestures or facial expressions
	

	Limited awareness/understanding of other’s feelings 
	

	Difficulty in expressing own feelings/emotions
	

	Tendency to avoid social contact with other children, or be on the periphery of groups, may avoid some social situations
	

	Difficulty making and sustaining positive peer relationships
	

	Indifference to peer pressure, trends and fashions – or very close adherence to them
	

	Difficulty in understanding or difference in perception of social rules and conventions
	

	Difficulty in coping with unstructured social times and/or transitions
	

	Difficulty in coping with group activities, busy environments and assemblies
	

	Difficulties in understanding the needs of others 
	

	Difficulties in seeing things from other people’s perspectives, strong sense of justice/fairness
	

	Social anxiety
	

	In social situations, repeats things they have heard others say rather than giving own response.
	

	Difficulties/Differences in communication

	Literal understanding of language 
	

	Echoes words said by other people, or repetitive themes to speech, difficulty in knowing what to say in social situations
	

	Talks in a monologue, without an audience or indifferent to others present 
	

	Lack of use and understanding of intonation and tone of voice, body language
	

	Takes on accents or characteristics of others e.g. From TV 
	

	Difficulties in initiating communication
	

	Does not understand the rules of conversations (2-way, both people involved, listening to and reacting to responses)
	

	Talks ‘at’ a person, unsure when to pause for turn taking in conversation, communication is one-sided or repetitive
	

	Makes inappropriate or unexpected comments or responses
	

	Show intense interest in particular people, or intense dislike
	

	Can struggle to understand age appropriate humour/jokes
	

	Type of difficulty/difference (continued)
	

	Attention difficulties/differences 

	Fleeting attention. May have good attention on certain topics/activities 
	

	Prefers to follow own agenda – may show intense concentration on chosen topic for long periods, 
	

	Finds it hard to transition to another task/activity, or leave tasks unfinished. 
	

	Motor skills difficulties/differences

	An unusual gait when walking or running, may tiptoe-walk
	

	Difficulties with fine motor skills e.g. using scissors, buttons etc
	

	Repetitive facial or body movements or actions (Tics or Stimming)
	

	Handwriting difficulties
	

	Other difficulties/differences including sensory

	Has areas of special interest 
	

	Finds it hard to ‘move on’ from or becomes fixated with a given situation, prefers own agenda
	

	Prefers to be in control of situations e.g. playing by their rules of a game
	

	Difficulty coping with changes, which may cause anxiety or distress
	

	Needs a lot of reassurance; anxious, likes to check information
	

	Lacks spatial awareness/body awareness
	

	Over/under sensitivity to sound/taste/smell/visual stimuli/touch
	

	Restless and fidgety, or very still and passive
	

	Can show behaviours that challenge, emotional dysregulation or withdrawn behaviour
	

	Over or under-sensitive to pain or illness
	

	Difficulties with organisation & planning
	

	Difficulty with language based tasks
	

	Rocking, spinning or hand flapping
	

	Fascination with bright lights/shiny objects/spinning
	

	May chew or mouth objects frequently 
	

	Perfectionist behaviours, a need to be precise, good attention to detail 
	

	May not demonstrate strong awareness of hunger/thirst/pain/needing the toilet/temperature 
	

	Needs extra processing time 
	

	Responds/acts differently in different environments E.g. Home and school
	

	Difficulties with anxiety or mental health, including eating disorders and self-harm
	

	Difficulties in recognition their own or others’ feelings and emotions
	

	Anything else you have noticed; please list:
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