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Narrative intervention

Step 1
Complete the baseline using the snowman story (you can use the shorter script for younger children). You can use the pictures to tell the story and can leave them out for the child to use to retell the story. You may want to record what they say so you can go back and check. 

Step 2
Identify children for small group work who might benefit from some work on narrative. 
Introduce the story components, who, where, when, what happened, the end. (Included is a sheet that includes some of these). You can use your own. 

Here are some Makaton signs to reinforce what they mean, you don’t need to use all of them, just the main ones. 

Makaton signs for Questions - Isabella Signs


Step 3
Choose a simple story to sequence for the first few sessions (3- 4 steps) e.g. getting ready for bed, eating dinner. 
Let the children sequence the story and then tell the story to each other. 

For the first few sessions focus on who is in the story, using different sequences. 

Do the same with where and when, using simple sequencing pictures. So, just focus on one of these story components at a time.


Other games you can play
· Who games such as ‘Who has brown hair in the group? Who likes Pokémon? 
· Think about other people and their professions and have some pictures to match different jobs. e.g. I am thinking of someone who helps children learn, who am I? (lay out a choice of 3 pictures to choose from).
· You can play guess who games using characters from a book children are familiar with e.g. I am thinking of a princess that lost a slipper. 
· Where – where do you find me? Have everyday objects or pictures  out that you can match to a room in the house or place e.g. toothbrush – bathroom, plate – kitchen, pig – farm. 
· When – think of times in the day you do things e.g. sleep – night, eat breakfast – morning (included in the resource are some when symbols to support the concept of ‘when’)
· Make a calendar of all the things the children do in a day. 

By the end of 3-6 sessions on who, where and when, you might want to start using some longer sequences or more complicated stories. 



Step 4
Have a selection of who, where, when pictures and get the children to pick one from each pile e.g. so one who, one where, and one when. 

Ask then to tell a story using all three components, can they make it longer to describe what happened? 

e.g. a policeman, a town and at night 

The policeman was driving in a town at night (because he was on duty) and he saw a robber with a bag of money. 

Step 5 
Use some more complicated sequencing pictures with more events in them, such as the going swimming one. 
Talk about who, where, when and then talk about what else happened. Start to introduce the ‘what happened’ concept a bit more. 


There are lots of sequencing pictures in the ‘easy learn’ resource that you can use. Some stories are shorter in sequence but have more going on in them and more inference needed. For younger children, the more obvious stories may be easier, even if the sequence is longer e.g. the washing hair one,  but do expose them to some of the more complicated ones as they progress. 

As you progress encourage the children to think of an ending or predict what might happen next. 

Key points 
Remember to scaffold the children’s language when they tell the stories, and point to the component parts that they need to include. Retell their story and see if they notice if they missed a bit our  e.g.  the character (who)
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