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	Assessment 
	What is it?
	How it works
	What can it tell you

	Pre-reading skills assessment
	A checklist to explore a young person’s pre-reading skills
	A member of the young person’s teaching team who has observed the young person engaging with books answers either yes or no to the questions
	The assessment explores whether there are any gaps in the young person’s pre-reading skills.



Child/YP:    _________________________         Date:  ________________________


School: __________________________       Staff Name:  ___________________

	1
	Can the young person hold and open a book?

	Yes/No

	2
	Can the young person hold a book or magazine and turn the pages?

	Yes/No

	3
	Does the young person know that we read books and other texts (e.g., magazines, information on tablets) – i.e., take meaning from the words and pictures?

	Yes/No

	4
	Does the young person use the pictures to tell their own story/give their own view (if non-fiction)?
	Yes/No


	4
	Can the young person distinguish text from a picture?

	Yes/No

	5
	Does the young person know that the text is what you read?

	Yes/No

	6
	Can the young person use the pictures to understand the text? 

	Yes/No

	7
	Can the young person identify a single word?

	Yes/No

	8
	Can the young person identify a single letter?

	Yes/No

	9
	Does the young person appropriately move from left-to-right when engaging with text or pictures?

	Yes/No

	10
	Does the young person appropriately move from top to bottom when engaging with text or pictures? 
	Yes/No

	11
	Can the young person tell you the first sound of their name?
	Yes/No




If you have answered ‘no’ to any of the questions, you may need to implement some strategies to support pre-reading skills:
· Spend some time introducing the young person to books. Read to them. Ask them to label pictures in the book. Help the young person to understand that books carry meaning. When reading use finger pointing to guide your way through the text.
· When reading one of the young person’s favourite books, pause at the end of a sentence and wait for them to say the word.  Ask the young person to point to the words as you read, and when they pause, stop reading, to help them understand that each different word needs to be pointed at and said for the story to continue.
· Provide lots of opportunities for the young person to handle books and where possible ensure there are examples of adults and children modelling this skill. 
· Ensure there are regular opportunities to engage with books where the text is spread across the page in interesting ways (e.g., Dr Seuss)
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