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		For Staff
Vaping - To all DSLs and Head Teachers, Please be aware of some concerning incidents which have occurred recently in local county schools. Four pupils from two different secondary schools have been hospitalised, following collapsing in school after vaping. The police are conducting forensic analysis of the vapes to see what they contain and we will be working with them and public health to understand more and support schools in due course.  It is also being shared that students are being very inventive with where they are storing vapes- they are being hidden in toilets, within roof spaces above ceiling tiles and even in sanitary bins. It is suspected that they are using social media platforms to disclose the hiding places. We are aware of vapes containing refillable liquid, mixed with alternative substances being termed locally as ‘crack sticks’. This is for your awareness, so that you can consider how best to continue to safeguard and educate your students and parents. Please do contact your SEIO with any information/intelligence you may receive regarding the issue so that further preventative work and support can be orchestrated. In order to support you further, attached are some useful resources for your own staff to use with staff and students for training/learning and also consider sharing with your parent/carers. We understand that vaping is a very current mater linked to our young people and we want to make support services and resources as accessible as possible for you to meet your needs and that of our children and young people. VAPES ARE NOT RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, THEIR LONG TERM HEALTH IMPACTS ARE NOT YET KNOWN. IT IS ILLEGAL FOR ANY SALES OF E-CIGARETTES/VAPES TO ANYONE UNDER 18. We work closely with our Neighbourhood Policing Teams and Trading Standards to address any shops, retail outlet or residential premises selling vapes to young people. Please report any anecdotal evidence to Trading.Standards@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  Vaping fact sheet for parents/carers.  Vaping fact sheet for pupils.  Please contact Claire Maclean, School and Education Safeguarding Coordinator if any further concerns, advice and discussion around the topic of vaping and school needs.
The Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP) is leading on the coordination of the implementation of arrangements to meet The Home Office: Serious Violence Duty. - FAO ALL Education Providers . The Duty states that Partners including Education Providers are required to collaborate and cooperate in the implementation of The Serious Violence Duty to reduce and prevent serious violence – this includes working together to share information to target interventions. The VRP are currently mapping all  partnership led educational interventions delivered in schools, APs and colleges in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire which seek to prevent or reduce crime, including knife crime, serious violence, domestic abuse, sexual violence, sexual harmful behaviour, child sexual and child criminal exploitation. To support the beginning of this work, we are asking if you could spend approximately 4-5 minutes to complete the below online form: https://forms.office.com/e/VYPC7m01Uc  Many Thanks for your support with this vital work.
Nottingham City Council’s Public Health Team - For specific advice, guidance and free lesson resources for a whole school approach to Smoking & Vaping Prevention.  INTENT is specifically for advice and resource sharing on the issues of smoking and vaping only. For any other information, please contact – Swathi.krishnan@nottinghamcity.gov.uk , Public Health Manager – Smoking & Tobacco.    Please find attached  Factsheets re- vaping for schools, parents and carers.    INTENT smoking and vaping prevention programme  INTENT training slides, (for audio version please contact Claire Maclean)  INTENT training support Yr 7-10,   INTENT Secondary Flyer aimed at Yr 7-8
Equation Domestic Abuse Training - Equation are going to be holding free online training sessions for teachers and school staff who work in Nottingham City or Nottinghamshire County. The sessions will explore key issues surrounding abuse and relationships, enabling professionals to more keenly identify when children and young people they work with might be at risk, equipping them with the insight and knowledge to take preventative measures and aid survivors in gaining the support they need. Book you free place Wednesday 15th March 2023  Wednesday 19th April 2023    Wednesday 24th May 2023      Wednesday 21st June 2023  for more information and contact click here
For Pupils
Change Grow Live (CGL) - For young people who want to get advice or support around their use of drugs or alcohol and also for professionals to access specialist advice and support around these issues please contact the specialist substance misuse service as follows: Nottingham|Jigsaw - Change Grow Live  0115 9484314 jigsaw@cgl.org.uk    Referrals should be made by every school where there is thought to be either substance misuse in a home and/or where a child has disclosed or thought to be using illegal substances. A referral to CGL may be part of a multiagency approach with other agencies required to meet the child and family’s needs. Please note that for all concerns around a child vaping, at present,  these should also be referred to CGL for screening and discussion around most suitable intervention.
Youth Service & MHST Well-Being Café - Offer to all city settings for children and young people. We are excited to share that we are now offering a Well-Being Café in partnership with the Mental Health Support Team. The young people within the Pilot have named the café: Mood & Food Café.  This is a rolling 7 week programme that addresses themes below in creative and active ways. Intro to MHST, Anxiety, Self-esteem/body image, Stress, Healthy relationships, Low mood, Closure.  Please see the attached poster and application form if you think you have any young people that would benefit from this opportunity of support in the above areas. This is a targeted intervention and requires a referral into the programme. The next session will be running from the 28th March 2023. Deadline for referrals to be reviewed and accepted: 21st March 2023  We have a capacity of 16 young people aged 11-17yrs. The CYP will be screened and grouped appropriately to age and needs as much as possible. For any enquiries please contact Natasha McDonald, natasha.mcdonald@nottinghamcity.gov.uk or Maureen Scothern, Maureen.Scothern@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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		For Staff
Domestic Abuse Awareness Twilight - Did you know - in Nottingham, 1 in 5 primary school children are known to DART (Domestic Abuse, Recovering Together, NSPCC, 2017)  
Learning outcomes: Increase practitioners’ understanding and knowledge of domestic violence and abuse, and its impacts on children and young people.  Enable practitioners to provide better support to children and young people; this will include thorough safety planning, resilience building, exploring coping strategies and protective factors.  
Provide workers with practical tools they can utilise with children and young people who have lived with or are living with domestic violence and abuse.  Increase workers’ understanding of appropriate referral pathways and signposting. Find out more about the impact of Equations GREAT Project and further training Equation offers. . Book you free place Wednesday 15th March 2023  Wednesday 19th April 2023    Wednesday 24th May 2023      Wednesday 21st June 2023  for more information and contact click here
ChalleNGe - Is a city-wide partnership of teachers, creative practitioners and arts organisations.  We connect and collaborate on projects to support the arts and education sector to work together - ensuring children growing up in Nottingham have opportunities to engage in arts and cultural activities, nurturing their creativity, curiosity and personal development. Click here for Primary Teachers Newsletter, Click here for Secondary Teachers Newsletter.  Please encourage parents to read Parents Newsletter
Vaping Reminder - To all DSLs and Head Teachers, Please be aware of some concerning incidents which have occurred recently in local county schools. Four pupils from two different secondary schools have been hospitalised, following collapsing in school after vaping. The police are conducting forensic analysis of the vapes to see what they contain and we will be working with them and public health to understand more and support schools in due course.  It is also being shared that students are being very inventive with where they are storing vapes- they are being hidden in toilets, within roof spaces above ceiling tiles and even in sanitary bins. It is suspected that they are using social media platforms to disclose the hiding places. We are aware of vapes containing refillable liquid, mixed with alternative substances being termed locally as ‘crack sticks’. This is for your awareness, so that you can consider how best to continue to safeguard and educate your students and parents. Please do contact your SEIO with any information/intelligence you may receive regarding the issue so that further preventative work and support can be orchestrated. In order to support you further, attached are some useful resources for your own staff to use with staff and students for training/learning and also consider sharing with your parent/carers. We understand that vaping is a very current mater linked to our young people and we want to make support services and resources as accessible as possible for you to meet your needs and that of our children and young people. VAPES ARE NOT RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, THEIR LONG TERM HEALTH IMPACTS ARE NOT YET KNOWN. IT IS ILLEGAL FOR ANY SALES OF E-CIGARETTES/VAPES TO ANYONE UNDER 18. We work closely with our Neighbourhood Policing Teams and Trading Standards to address any shops, retail outlet or residential premises selling vapes to young people. Please report any anecdotal evidence to Trading.Standards@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  Vaping fact sheet for parents/carers.  Vaping fact sheet for pupils.  Please contact Claire Maclean, School and Education Safeguarding Coordinator if any further concerns, advice and discussion around the topic of vaping and school needs.
 
For Pupils
Equation Domestic Abuse and Healthy Relationships - Equation offer Projects for children and young people (The GREAT Project) In person school training on a range of topics related to domestic abuse. GREAT is delivered over 4 weekly sessions and is designed to promote healthy relationships and domestic abuse awareness to Year 5 and 6 pupils. Each session has identified aims, learning outcomes and links to the RSE, PSHE and SEAL requirements. 
ChalleNGe - Free or low cost events for children - more information in the Parents Challenge Newsletter.   ensuring children growing up in Nottingham have opportunities to engage in arts and cultural activities, nurturing their creativity, curiosity and personal development
Talk Pants - Primary Schools education from NSPCC. Please find attached a range of documents for you to consider using with your children called ‘talk pants’. The materials were created following a campaign led by the NSPCC in collaboration with Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire key partners. Please see attached a set of documents following our Keep Talking PANTS event - Campaign Highlights Sheet.  Resource list with useful weblinks,  Report exploring how best to support children with learning disabilities to talk PANTS . Shortened powerpoint from the event for reference.  There is a display pack also which can be found by visiting the link below and it is hoped that this be a useful way for you to bring Pantosaurus into your setting and children to feel comfortable to talk on this topic if they ever feel sad, worried or upset. You can download the pack here and use the pages which suit you to create a big or small display, or even just to print off a large image of Pantosaurus or a range of PANTS colouring sheets. And if you support children who use Makaton to communicate, please do explore the new Talk PANTS with Makaton resources available at www.nspcc.org.uk/pantsguides We hope you continue talking PANTS and encouraging parents and carers to continue the conversations at home too.
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		For Staff
Swimming Lesson Reminder - Please note that the last day for booking School Swimming is Friday 5th May 2023. You should already have the forms for this, if you have any queries please contact school.swimming@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Laurel Trust Grant Funding - The grants are designed to support groups of schools to work together to re-imagine education in our current world and to place emphasis on a culture rooted in emotional and academic resilience .Each year we invite groups of schools to apply for funding to conduct practitioner research which will lead to improved outcomes for children and their families. The proposed research must focus on an area of deprivation and disadvantage. I want to alert you that a new round of grant funding from The Laurel Trust is now open. Full details on making an application are on our  website: https://laureltrust.org.uk  It would be much appreciated if you would send the link to your schools and to colleagues who may be interested. This year we are holding on-line regional briefings in late April 2023. These are informative and include a brief case study from a Lead School who has worked with us.
National Literacy Trust Secondary School Conference - Register now for the National Literacy Trust’s secondary conference for industry leader-led workshops and talks, celebrating literacy as the key to improving academic outcomes and young people’s life chances. Secondary school conference: Changing Perspectives on Literacy | National Literacy Trust  Monday 3rd July 2023 9:20am - 3:30pm, Nottingham Contemporary Art Gallery, Weekday Cross, Nottingham, NG1 2GB
National Literacy Trust Secondary Pop Up Week - Register now for the National Literacy Trust’s virtual secondary pop-up week, focussing on the importance of interacting with engaging texts. Featuring keynote speaker Sarah Green and practitioner and student-facing workshops.  Secondary Virtual Event | National Literacy Trust  19th - 23rd June 2023 online
Cyber Security - Join East Midlands Special Operations Unit, as they host a free Webinar on how you can keep yourself safe online both at home and at work. Cyber Security is the protection of your hardware, software and data from unauthorised access and cyber-attacks. Hear from East Midlands Special Operations Cyber Protect Officers on the latest threats to you and how to stop them from happening. Target Audience: This session is for all school staff that are using devices (phones, tablets or computers) connected to the school network as part of their job role.  Aims: The aim of this private session will be to educate school staff on best practice when it comes to basic cyber security like strong passwords, two step verification, avoiding phishing scams, securing both work and personal devices and keeping your online accounts secure and private. Objectives: To give staff some context around current threats schools face in today’s cyber landscape and increase protection against cyber incidents. more information
Vaping Reminder - To all DSLs and Head Teachers, Please be aware of some concerning incidents which have occurred recently in local county schools. Four pupils from two different secondary schools have been hospitalised, following collapsing in school after vaping. The police are conducting forensic analysis of the vapes to see what they contain and we will be working with them and public health to understand more and support schools in due course.  It is also being shared that students are being very inventive with where they are storing vapes- they are being hidden in toilets, within roof spaces above ceiling tiles and even in sanitary bins. It is suspected that they are using social media platforms to disclose the hiding places. We are aware of vapes containing refillable liquid, mixed with alternative substances being termed locally as ‘crack sticks’. This is for your awareness, so that you can consider how best to continue to safeguard and educate your students and parents. Please do contact your SEIO with any information/intelligence you may receive regarding the issue so that further preventative work and support can be orchestrated. In order to support you further, attached are some useful resources for your own staff to use with staff and students for training/learning and also consider sharing with your parent/carers. We understand that vaping is a very current mater linked to our young people and we want to make support services and resources as accessible as possible for you to meet your needs and that of our children and young people. VAPES ARE NOT RECOMMENDED FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, THEIR LONG TERM HEALTH IMPACTS ARE NOT YET KNOWN. IT IS ILLEGAL FOR ANY SALES OF E-CIGARETTES/VAPES TO ANYONE UNDER 18. We work closely with our Neighbourhood Policing Teams and Trading Standards to address any shops, retail outlet or residential premises selling vapes to young people. Please report any anecdotal evidence to Trading.Standards@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  Vaping fact sheet for parents/carers.  Vaping fact sheet for pupils.  Please contact Claire Maclean, School and Education Safeguarding Coordinator if any further concerns, advice and discussion around the topic of vaping and school needs.
For Pupils
Girls into Electronics  - Is a series of non-residential events that are being hosted by leading universities across the UK this summer, including University of Nottingham. The events are ideal for girls in Year 11, 12 or 13, thinking about studying Electronics, Computer Science or Engineering. Participants will get the chance to hear from female staff and students at the university, and from female graduates working in the Electronics industry, have a tour of our facilities, and also get an introduction to microcontrollers. They can keep the microcontroller kit and get on-line support to complete a range of practical experiments. 
If you are an individual student interested in attending, please use the link here to find the relevant event, and click through to reserve your place. The events are being organised by the United Kingdom Electronics Skills Foundation (UKESF), and are sponsored by Apple with the exception of a small booking fee of £20 per student. UKESF aim for their courses to be accessible to all, so if the booking fee is a barrier, or if you need support for travel costs, please get in touch before booking, via info@ukesf.org.
If you are a teacher interested in organising a trip to this event, please use this form to book places. If you aren’t in a position to book yet, you can register your interest here and when you’re ready to secure places, the booking form can be completed. Your place at the event is not reserved until you have completed the booking form and been invoiced. However, if places are becoming limited for the event, UKESF will contact you. A discount on the booking fee can be arranged if you would like to bring a group of 5 or more students.  Tickets are limited and we expect there to be a high demand for places.
Easter Holiday Activity Fund (HAF)
	You will have all recently received communication regarding the Holiday Activity Fund (HAF) project, where children eligible for FSM can access free holiday clubs. In advance of Easter we have bought a booking system from a company called Wonde. This booking system asks for you to identify your FSM families so they can be sent a voucher which allows them to access the clubs. Moving to this system has allowed us to target families eligible for FSM and will also allow us to track uptake more efficiently. So we ask you to support us by using this system. If you need any support in your school accessing the system please contact -  declan.barker@nottinghamcity.gov.uk     We would also appreciate your support in supporting parents accessing the system. It’s important to reiterate the need for parents to access their voucher code and book activities ASAP. Due to the number of FSM vouchers issued across the programme a number of activities are close to filling. The link below contains a guide which supports parents in using their vouchers, if you can share this with parents that would be appreciated. Parent Guide 
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For Staff
Education Welfare & EOTAS Service - Important Information - The way the Education Welfare & EOTAS Service process PENALTY NOTICES is changing.  A new online referral form will be circulated which will make the process much easier for schools to complete and ensure penalty notices are issued from the Local Authority in good time.  It is anticipated that the new process will be launched on Monday 17th April 2023. Further information will be circulated in the coming weeks in the ‘Information for Schools’ circulation and the School Attendance Officer Forum distribution group.
Al-Hurraya BAMER Support -  Founded with the purpose of bridging the gap between culturally diverse communities and mainstream support services.  We are a peer lead organisation providing culturally specific support to Black, Asian, Ethnic Minority, Refugee and other emerging communities in and around Nottingham.  Our basic premise is to “reduce harm to capitalise on personal growth”.  School Counselling provision  Our counselling service offers young people a safe space with a trusted, non-judgemental adult where they can identify, discuss, and address any challenges they may be facing. Education workshops Our workshops address Unconscious Bias, Cultural competency and give insight into the hidden harms within BAMER communities. full article  Please do contact us so we can discuss how we can help your setting further to support students and staff training and awareness- 0115 7869206 info@al-hurraya.org or alternatively contact Claire Maclean to discuss any BAME specific safeguarding needs and how this support could be obtained Claire.maclean@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
National Numeracy - We expanding our parental engagement programme for primary schools for the 2023/2024 school year The deadline for applications is Wednesday 31st May 2023  Schools need to fill in an application form and return it to training@nationalnumeracy.org.uk to apply to take part in the programme. We will then select 28 schools in June. Schools with a higher percentage of pupils eligible for free school meals will be prioritised. more info
Edibles Cannabinoids Substance Abuse - Change Grow Live are a national charity and support children, young people and adults throughout the country around issues relating to substance use and the impact of substance use on others. CGL Jigsaw is the named young person service for Nottingham City and we work across all educational provisions offering support and advice to pupils and staff. To find out more please visit webpage .  Attached is a leaflet for you to consider sending out to your parents and carers to help them in understanding more about ‘edibles’ and the risks posed through these cannabinoids. We would also like to remind you of our variety of offer and training should you want to explore bespoke staff training, whole school updates, presence at parents evening for parents and carers and personalised 1:1 service for children who may be impacted by substance misuse within their family home or through personal misuse. Please get in touch if we can be of any further help- jigsaw@cgl.org.uk
Cyber Security Reminder - Join East Midlands Special Operations Unit, as they host a free Webinar on how you can keep yourself safe online both at home and at work. Cyber Security is the protection of your hardware, software and data from unauthorised access and cyber-attacks. Hear from East Midlands Special Operations Cyber Protect Officers on the latest threats to you and how to stop them from happening. Target Audience: This session is for all school staff that are using devices (phones, tablets or computers) connected to the school network as part of their job role.  Aims: The aim of this private session will be to educate school staff on best practice when it comes to basic cyber security like strong passwords, two step verification, avoiding phishing scams, securing both work and personal devices and keeping your online accounts secure and private. Objectives: To give staff some context around current threats schools face in today’s cyber landscape and increase protection against cyber incidents. more information
For Pupils
Nottingham RSE Day Kindness Quilt Project - In collaboration with ChalleNGe and artist, Rebekah Johnston, Nottingham City Council are giving local schools the opportunity to contribute to the creation of a kindness quilt that will be displayed in the new City Library and at Newstead Abbey.  Focused on the RSE Day theme of ‘Let’s Launch into Kindness’ it will feature art-work from schools and QR codes linking to children’s stories of kindness.  The quilt will be interactive with children and families able to visit it and ‘wrap themselves in kindness’.  To get involved in this exciting project, a member of staff needs to attend the artist workshop on 25th April from 2pm to 4pm at Nottingham Playhouse.  At the workshop colleagues will be given techniques to support children to create their piece for the collaborative quilt.  Rebekah will also advise on how schools can make their own version of the quilt to display in their setting.  To book a place sign up here by Friday 31st March 2023
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