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Motivation for Reading – Supported Conversation
ASSESSOR VERSION
	Young person’s name:
	

	Date: 

	Assessor name:
	

	School: 

	Assessment name
	What is it?
	How it works
	What can it tell you

	Motivation for reading – supported conversation
	A guide to support a conversation with a young person
	Provides a framework of questions to support a discussion with the young person; these should be moved through sequentially, and answers explored to gain enhanced insight into the young person’s views.   We advise that you read through the assessment before sitting down with the child so that you are fully prepared. 

The adult to sit beside the young person and work through the sheet, recording the young person’s answers on the ‘child version’ sheet for them.   The adult will also need a copy of the assessor sheet to use the prompts and keep observation notes.  
	How the young person feels about reading, how they feel as a reader, how motivated they feel to read, the strategies they feel may help them



Assessor prompts and notes (there are not prompts for every question)
Questions 1 aim to help you build rapport with the CYP these do not need analysis.

1. Views of school
· What do you think of school? Note initial behaviour: is the student relaxed, forthcoming with information?)


· What do you find tricky in school? Note any change in behaviour, tone of voice, eye contact, fiddling with fingers on or below the table, etc.



2. View of reading
 “Today we are going to talk about reading, and what it means to you.  Tell me what reading is to you?” 
Prompts: 
· “How would you describe it?”
· “If an alien landed on planet earth – how would you describe to them what ‘reading’ is?”
What are the best things you have ever read or had read aloud to you? What are your favourite things to read?
Prompts:
· Why is this?
· In your ideal book, what would the main character be like?


What are some of the ways you decide whether or not you will read? 
Prompts:
· How do you find out about books to read?
· What are some things that get you really excited about reading?
· Who gets you really interested and excited about reading? 
· Tell me more about what they do.

3. Context of reading

· Who do you see reading at school? What do they read? Prompt to expand answer, e.g., book, phone, laptop, magazine etc
· Who do you see reading at home? What do they read? Prompt to expand answer, e.g., book, phone, laptop, magazine etc







4. Confidence with reading (‘Reading differences’ on child version)

· Prompt “Why?” for the answers given






5. Yourself as a reader
What makes them a good reader? 
Prompts:
· How often do they read?
· What types of things do they read?
· How do they feel about reading?
· Do you think ___ ever comes to something she/he doesn’t know?
· If yes, what do you think ___ does when they come to something they don’t know?
· If no, suppose ___ did come to something they didn’t know, what do you think they would do?



For the scaling
· You’ve put yourself here. Why is that?
· Where would you want to be?	
· And what would help / need to change (e.g., be provided with more interesting things by school) to help you move towards the higher number?  





6. Strategies

What other help would you like in order to get better at reading? (Additional to that discussed in question 12)
Prompt: E.g., teacher/adult showing you what to do, providing extra explanation?	







ANALYSIS OF READING CONVERSATION
	Question
	Questions to Ask?
	Questions to Guide Planning of Next Steps
	COMMENTS & 
ACTION PLANNED

	2
	Reading Motivation
What does the student see as the purpose of reading – does the student enjoy reading? What do they read, why does the student read? 
	How can you increase reading motivation?
Do you need to increase the student’s reading motivation? If so, how will you do this?

Do you need to explore a wider variety of genres, introduce the student to a range of different topics and highlight the different purposes of reading (e.g., find a book on students’ topic of interest) – See Intervention Pack. 
	
















	3
	Reading contexts
What reading influences is the child exposed to?   Are these broad / varied?   Does these include seeing other people (especially at home) reading books and enjoying them?  
	How can you increase the opportunities for the child to be positively influenced to read?
E.g., showing that reading is helpful to understand more about their interests (e.g., football magazines); discussing with home if there are opportunities for the child to be read to, and to see the parent reading books; opportunities for the child to get involved in listening to storytelling at school etc.  
	
















	4
	Reading Confidence
In which lessons does the student find reading easiest? 
What’s different about the teaching approach during these lessons (e.g., small groups, one-to-one support)? 
What’s different about the types of texts presented (e.g., fun, long, non-fiction, fiction, comics, big chunks of text)

	What supports the student’s reading confidence?

How can you provide more of this across lessons?
	

	5
	What does the student think about themselves as a reader?
 e.g., if student thinks a good reader can pronounce all of the words, student may not be reading to understand the text.
Does the student have realistic expectations about what a good reader is? (E.g., do they think that good readers can read and understand every word?).
How does the student feel about their reading skills? What do they feel their strengths/needs are? How close are they to their ideal?
	How can you support the student’s view of themselves as a reader?
Do you need to expand the student’s view of what it means to be a good reader? And how will you do this? 
E.g., talk aloud when you’re reading, ask ‘good readers’ to talk about what they do when they’re reading?
Do you need to show them evidence of their skills/celebrate their successes to support their reading self-efficacy?
	

	6
	What strategies does the student think would help them?
What changes does the student think they need to make when reading?
What other changes do they think would help them?
	What student strategies can you implement?
Allowing students to talk about the changes they can make and then actioning any other suggestions they make should support both skill development and reading motivation, such that the student will feel they have been listened to and have increased ownership of any strategies put in place.
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