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Motivation for Writing – Supported Conversation
ASSESSOR VERSION
	Young person’s name:
	

	Date: 

	Assessor name:
	

	School: 

	Assessment name
	What is it?
	How it works
	What can it tell you

	Motivation for writing – supported conversation
	A guide to support a conversation with a young person
	Provides a framework of questions to support a discussion with the young person; these should be moved through sequentially, and answers explored to gain enhanced insight into the young person’s views.   We advise that you read through the assessment before sitting down with the child so that you are fully prepared. 

The adult to sit beside the young person and work through the sheet, recording the young person’s answers on the ‘child version’ sheet for them.   The adult will also need a copy of the assessor sheet to use the prompts and keep observation notes.  
	How the young person feels about writing, how they feel as a writer, how motivated they feel to write, the strategies they feel may help them



Assessor prompts and notes (there are not prompts for every question)
Questions 1 aim to help you build rapport with the CYP these do not need analysis.

1. Views of school
· What do you think of school? Note initial behaviour: is the young person relaxed, forthcoming with information?)





· What do you find tricky in school? Note any change in behaviour, tone of voice, eye contact, fiddling with fingers on or below the table, etc.




2. View of Writing
[bookmark: _Hlk150173080] “Today we are going to talk about writing, and how you find it.  Tell me, what is the best piece of writing you’ve ever done? 





[bookmark: _Hlk150173128]What do you like to write about most? 
Prompts:
· Would it be a story, a diary, a letter, a poster, etc…?
· Why is this?






[bookmark: _Hlk150173151]Do ever write for fun (e.g. write even when your teacher hasn’t asked you too – this could be in school or at home)
Prompts:
· What do you write about?
· What are some things that get you really excited about writing?
· Who gets you really interested and excited about writing? Tell me more about what they do.









3. Confidence with Writing (‘Writing differences’ on child version)

In which lessons is writing

- Easier?

- Harder? 




[bookmark: _Hlk150173788]How do you feel about other children in your class seeing your writing?
Why?





[bookmark: _Hlk150173798]How do you feel about your teacher or teaching assistant seeing your writing?

Why? 




4. Yourself as a writer
Can you think of a really good writer in your class?




What makes them such a good writer? 
Prompts:
· How often do they write?
· What types of things do they write about?
· How do they feel about writing?
· Do you think ___ ever gets stuck when they’re writing?
· If yes, what do you think ___ does when they get stuck?
If no, suppose ___ did get stuck, what do you think they would do?




[bookmark: _Hlk150173915]If the good writer was on ‘10’ and a poorer writer on ‘1’, where would you put yourself?
· You’ve put yourself here. Why is that?
· Where would you want to be?	
· And what would help / need to change (e.g. more time to think about what to write) to help you move towards the higher number?  


5. Strategies

What helps you, at the moment, when you are writing?
Prompt:
· Thinking about what you need to write and saying the sentence before writing it
· Having a bank of words to help you to spell those tricky words





What other help would you like in order to get better at writing? 
Prompt:
· E.g. teacher/adult showing you what to do, providing extra explanation?	




ANALYSIS OF WRITING CONVERSATION
	Items from Questionnaire
	Questions to Ask?
	Questions to Guide Planning of Next Steps

	2
	Writing Motivation
What does the young person see as the purpose of writing, what are their writing goals, does the young person enjoy writing? What do they write about?
	How can you increase writing motivation?
Do you need to increase the young person’s writing motivation? If so, how will you do this?
Do you need to explore a wider variety of genres and writing styles, introduce the young person to a range of different topics and highlight the different purposes of writing (e.g. writing instructions for a favourite game so it can then be played in class)  

	3
	Writing Confidence
In which lessons does the young person find writing easiest? 
What’s different about the teaching approach during these lessons (e.g. small groups, one-to-one support)? 
What’s different about the types of writing the young person is being asked to do (e.g. write a story, write a formal letter, write a description, write a short sentence, write a long paragraph)

	What supports the young person’s writing confidence?
How can you provide more of these opportunities and supports across lessons?

	4
	View of themselves as a writer
 e.g. if young person thinks a good writer writes sentences that begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop, they may only be focused on this and so not be concerned about whether the words in the sentence make sense.
Does the young person have realistic expectations about what a good writer is? (E.g. do they think that good writers never make a spelling mistake)
How does the young person feel about their writing skills? What do they feel their strengths/needs are? How close are they to their ideal?
	How can you support the young person’s view of themselves as a writer?
Do you need to expand the young person’s view of what it means to be a good writer? How will you do this? 
E.g. think aloud when you’re writing, ask ‘good writers’ to talk about what they do when they’re writing?
Do you need to show them evidence of their skills/celebrate their successes to support their writing self-efficacy?

	5
	Strategies used
What changes does the young person think they need to make when writing?
What other changes do they think would help them?
	What young person strategies can you implement?
Allowing young persons to talk about the changes they can make and then actioning any other suggestions they make should support both skill development and writing motivation, such that the young person will feel they have been listened to and have increased ownership of any strategies put in place.
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