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Strategies to support early language development

· Following their lead – 
· Wait, look and listen 
Try not to give instructions
· Accept and support your child’s ideas
· Try to join in your child’s play by copying their actions or saying comments
· Keep language simple and reduce questions

· Choices – 
· Offering your child a choice will give them a reason and opportunity to communicate
· Offer choices in situations such as snack time (e.g. apple or banana?), bath time (e.g. feet or hands?), play time (e.g. horse or ball?), getting dressed (e.g. socks or pants?) and taking turns (e.g. mummy or daddy?)
· Say the words and show your child the choices e.g. hold up apple and banana and say “do you want apple or banana?”
· Accept your child’s response (whether it is vocalising, pointing or speaking), then repeat back their chosen option so they can hear it again clearly

· Pausing – 
· Use pauses during play/when offering choices to give your child the opportunity to answer if they want to
· You can try this during lots of different activities, e.g. when looking at books together, pause and wait to see if your child will name things on the page; when playing a ‘ready, steady, go’ game, pause before saying “go” to see if your child will respond
· If your child doesn’t respond, model the word for them and continue

· Copy and add – 
· This will give your child lots of opportunities to hear how they can make their attempts at talking longer
· Repeat what your child has said and add another word e.g. if your child says “apple”, you could say “eat apple”
· Try to add words that add more meaning to your child’s language e.g. action words, and descriptive words that relate to size and how something feels

· Say what they would say if they could – 
· If your child points at something or makes a vocalisation, give them the words that they could have used, e.g. if pointing/looking at the fruit bowl and/or making a sound/attempting a word, you could say “want apple?”
· Pause after speaking so your child has time to respond if they want to
· This will help your child learn what they could have said and they will know you are trying to understand
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