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Joining words together
How can you help?
1. Expand
Gradually make your sentences longer.  For example, if your child says “Daddy car,” you could say, “Daddy’s car is on the drive.”
Or if your child says, “All gone,” you can say, “Your juice has all gone.”
2. [image: ]Add new ideas
Build on the words your child already knows, for example, “car.”
· Name things – “That’s a police car.” 
· Describe – “That’s a big car.  The car’s going fast.”
· Explain – “The car won’t go. The wheel’s broken.”
· Pretend – “The car is flying.”
· Talk about feelings – “I like red cars.” “I’m scared of fast cars.”
· Imagine you are something else – “I am a car and I need some petrol.”
· Talk about the future – “Tomorrow we will go in Grandad’s car.”
3. Repeating and varying: everyday routine
· Use the repetitiveness of everyday routine to develop familiar phrases, for example: 
· At bath time: “Wash your face, wash your ears, wash your knees, wash your feet; time to get out; cuddle in a towel; dry your hair, dry your tummy…” 
· Or after shopping, put things away together: “Put the pasta in the cupboard, milk in the fridge, put the scrubbers under the sink.”
4. Add positional language
· Play hiding and finding games to build in words for where things are and to give practice at asking questions: “Where’s the rabbit?  Is it under the table?  Is it on the shelf?  Is it in the basket?  Is it behind the sofa?”
· Play “Simon says” type of games and let your child have a turn at giving you instructions: “Simon says put your hands on your head; Simon says point to the ceiling; Simon says jump up and down.”
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