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An introduction to narrative for KS1 and 2.


What is a narrative? 
A narrative is a way of telling a story by describing a sequence of events. It explains what happens, who is involved, where and when the events take place, and why they happen. A narrative usually follows a clear order so the reader or listener can understand how the events unfold.
In a narrative, the storyteller introduces the characters and the setting, which might include different places and times of day. The main part of the narrative describes the events and actions, often showing how one event leads to another. It may retell something from real life or from a story such as a book or film. Another aspect of a narrative (especially as children turn into teenagers and young adults), is to take the viewpoint of others and to appreciate the listeners knowledge and perspective. 
A narrative ends with a conclusion that explains how the events finish, giving the audience a clear ending to the story.
Narratives can be 
· Scripts  (describe events that happen in a set way)
· Personal narratives (our reports on events or personal experiences)
· Stories 
Are narrative skills developmental?
Yes, children tell very basic stories when they are younger and often miss out key parts, and the order may be out of sequence. Sentences may not include the little grammatical markers and vocabulary, but as the child’s grammar and vocabulary improves so does the narrative. Narrative skills are closely linked to memory and experiences so as the child makes more links in memory and can recall events, the narratives start to make more sense. 
2-year-old (HEAP)
A girl called Mia. Went to park. Fire hot. Mr Asif said eat dinner.
· A collection of unrelated ideas 


2-3 years (Sequence)
A monster came and ate up all the people. And it ate up all the cars and then it ate up the houses and the trees. And the boy killed it with a bomb.
· Some links between ideas 
· Contains a central topic, character or setting
3-4 years (Primitive Narrative)
The bear was angry because he got bit by bees. And he tore up their house and he ate all the honey. And the angry bear got a tummy ache. 
-Like a sequence but more discussion of character e.g. facial expression, body language, experience. 
5 years (Focused chains)
The princess wanted to marry the prince and the bad king said the prince had to find a magic ring. The prince went far away and a witch came and helped him. The witch threw all the monsters into the fire and the prince stole the horses. The horses were magic and the prince flew over the mountains. The bad king went away in the fire. And that’s all. 
· Has a central character and a logical sequence of events 
· The listener still needs to interpret the ending
5-7 years (True narrative)
Once there was a little fish. He liked to swim in the ocean. He swam into the mouth of the big whale and he didn’t know what to do. So he started to bump into the big fish’s teeth and the big fish got a toothache, and opened his mouth to say ‘ow.’ The little fish swam out and got away and he never went into the big fish’s mouth again. 
· Central character, setting, plot and events 
· Identifies a main problem and some resolution !

Why work on narrative ?

Often children we see can use some sentences, and can describe people and places, but struggle to put all of this together to create a logical sequence of events to explain what has happened. This means that children and young people struggle to give important information to others, leading to mis interpretation and some confusion as to what happened. 

Narratives are an important way to
· Build self-concept as we share stories about our experiences with others as we interact
· We need narratives to explain what happened and to get ourselves out of trouble 


There is a strong link to oral narratives as a predictor of literacy success

Suggestions 

In terms of what is out there, Black sheep press have produced some resources that can be used 1:1, in small groups or as a whole class approach. 

Narrative language skills - Black Sheep Press

The packs start in nursery and through to Secondary e.g. Secondary Talk Narrative, KS3-4 - Black Sheep Press


18 Top "Narrative Retell" Teaching Resources curated for you - TWINKL

In this section, we have included a basic screen and some simple ideas to get you started with narrative. 
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