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Vocabulary group: Key stage 1 and Early Key Stage 2
Aims:
· For children to develop an understanding of the word web and how to remember a word.
· For children to feel more confident to talk about words in different ways.
· For children to practise learning and retrieving vocabulary in small group situations, with an opportunity for shared thinking and discussion.
Sessions: 6-10sessions (but sessions can be repeated)
Group size: 4-6 children 
Extra resources: TWINKL category spinner and other categories and sorting activities. 
	Session number: 1
	Session focus: Introduction to the word wheel/web

	Resources needed: Diagram of the word web or wheel for the adult running the session. Sign and symbols pictures for ‘do’ and ‘use.’ Functions of objects pictures e.g. play with, eat with, draw/write with, cook with, move with, draw and photocopy a face shape outline and separate images of ears, nose, mouth and eyes for each child, plus glue, paper, scissors.

	

	

	Activity 1: Introduction to the word wheel 
	Show children the web / wheel. 
Talk about each part of the wheel. Link each part of the wheel to a character from a children’s book or a favourite object e.g. batman – He belongs to the superhero group, wears black, function is to save people, name starts with ‘b’ and rhymes with Ratman, and has two syllables. 


	Activity 2: Introduce the sign for ‘do’ 


	Point to the part of the word wheel that talks about function or what something does.  Children copy the sign and think about what they like to do e.g. football (act out kicking), swimming etc.  

	Activity 3: Make a face 
	Let the children draw their faces and add all the parts to their face. They can have an outline of a face shape to help them and face parts to glue and stick.  Make sure they add the ears, mouth, nose, eyes. 
Ask them to find something on their face ‘that does something’ - that they smell with, look with, hear with, eat with. Use actions to support the description. 



	Activity 4: What do you use me for? 
	Stick some pictures around the room to describe what you use things for e.g. write/ draw with, play with, dry with, use to move.

Give the children a picture each and see if they can match it to the thing that you use if for e.g.  pen (write with), frying pan (cook with), Lego (build), bicycle (travel/ride), (children can have similar pictures). You can pick other pictures if you have them. 

The adult picks a picture and sticks it against the incorrect function, do the children notice? e.g. you draw with a banana. You can do this a few times, do the children notice? 


	Activity 5: Charades 
	Have a pile of everyday pictures and put them in the middle of the table. Children take turns taking a picture and try to act out the object’s function.  Use a running commentary to describe the actions they use e.g. swinging, writing, running, jumping, talking, eating, buy/pay. Good pictures would be skipping rope, ball, pencil, banana, cake, tree (grow/climb), car, phone, frying pan, chair, towel.  The children guess the action and function, then the child with the picture confirms this action and shows the full picture to the group. Name the picture together. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk207790662]Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 





	[bookmark: _Hlk207632464]Session number: 2 
	Session focus: What group and where do you find me?

	Resources needed Sign pictures and symbol pictures for ‘where’ concept and ‘group.’ Category sorting pictures for food, clothes and animals or toy food, animals and real clothes.  Animal habitat pictures, animal pictures. Living room and bathroom sorting sheets. Category pictures. Three less familiar object pictures e.g. kilt, aubergine, armadillo, sarong, mangosteen, armour, category spinner 

	Activity 1: Recap

Before you start, remove three pictures of less familiar items from the three categories you will use that day. 


	Clap the beats in their names together for syllables, remind them about the function/ what something does. 
Lay out a few objects e.g. plastic cup, toy chair, book. Ask them to point to the one you drink with, sit on, read.  

Point to the part of the word wheel you are talking about today. This is the group and where you might find something. Model the signs for ‘where’ and ‘group.’ 


	Activity 2: What group do I belong to? Sorting game
	Place the food/animal or animals/clothes sorting sheets in the middle of the table. Give each child 5-6 pictures, they decide which group it belongs to. After everyone has finished, name the group and all the items in it. Talk about the function of some of the objects: Wear clothes, eat food, ride/ look after/ animals. 

	Activity 3: Where do I live? Where do you find me? 
	Get the animal background scenes pictures out and stick them around the room e.g. farm, jungle, sea, flying in the sky. Say ‘I am thinking of an animal called a …… (name).  Where do you find me? Children walk to where you might find the animal. Keep using the ‘where sign’ as you reinforce ‘where.’


Additional activity: Sort things you find in the house into bathroom and living room/ lounge (these have not been provided in the pack). 

	Activity 4: Category spinner  (Download from TWINKL). 
	Children take turns spinning the spinner and try to think of something in that group. Put a pencil in the centre of the spinner to help it spin. 

	Activity 5: Help the adult 
	 The adult explains they are a bit stuck on some words. What group do the children think these things belong to. Show the group the armadillo and name it… what group do they think and why? Where might we find it? What about ‘sarong/ kilt/ armour’ or ‘aubergine/ mango/mangosteen’ 
Clap the syllables in these possible new words and describe what they look like. Do they look like any other type of food/clothes etc? 

	Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 




	Session number: 3
	Session focus: What group and where do you find me?

	Resources needed: Sign pictures and symbol pictures for ‘where’ concept and ‘group.’ Category sorting pictures transport, toys, furniture and sorting sheets for these (blow it up to A3). 

	Activity 1: Recap


	Clap the beats in their names together. Recap the signs for group and where. 



	Activity 2: What group do I belong to? Sorting game
	Place the transport, toys and furniture background sheet in the middle of the table. Give each child 5-6 pictures, they decide which group it belongs to. After everyone has finished, name the group and all the items in it. Talk about the function of some of the objects: pretend to wake Drongle up for a bit…. Drive a car, ride a bike, play with a kite, sit on a chair, put things on a table. 

Use a toy character or adult says:  He/I am thinking of a word. He loves to play with these, the word starts with a ‘c/k,’ they come in a pack of 52.  What are they?  Cards – what group do they belong to? 

	Activity 3:  Where do you find me? 
	Get the transport pictures out background scenes for road, rail, sea, air etc. Name the transport and help children to decide where you might find it… on the sea, under the sea, in the air, on the rail track, on the road. 



	Activity 4: Category spinner (please down load from TWINKL). 
	Children take turns spinning the spinner and try to think of something in that group – let them help each other out. Can they think of anymore? 

	Activity 5: Odd one out
	Lay out three pictures of any of the categories you have used so far, two must belong in the same group. See if children can identify the ‘odd’ one out as it does not belong in that group. e.g. crisps, apple, boat

	Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 



	[bookmark: _Hlk207635169]Session number: 4
	Session focus: What do I look like?

	Resources needed: Sign for ‘look’ or ‘describe.’  Counters, Colour wheel/ different coloured paper. shapes pictures (circle, square, triangle, rectangle). Pictures to include lion, tree, sea, penguin, sun, moon, blue eye, book, pencil, car, snake, house, pyramid, goal, door, ball, roof end, tent, dice, rubix cube. 


	Activity 1: Recap


	Feely bag: ball, pen, book, apple, car, toy plate, sock, toy cat/dog etc. 
Take turns taking out an object and thinking of the category -group, where you might find it or what you use it for. Introduce the sign for ‘look.’ 



	Activity 2: Introduce Look like 
	Go around the group and talk about what people look like. Brown hair, long hair, short hair, blue eyes. Everyone looks different!



	Activity 3: What do I look like? Let’s start with colour. 
	Lay out some paper of different sheets of paper including black, white, red, green, yellow, blue, purple, brown. Name the colours and sign them.: Say ‘Today we are going to think about what things look like. Let’s start with colour!’ Give everyone three pictures and as one large group or in turn they place the picture on the colour they think it mostly represents. e.g. lion, tree, sea, penguin, sun, moon, red apple, blue eye, book (specific colour), pencil (specific colour).



	Activity 4: My favourite colour is… 
	Everyone chooses their favourite colour and tries to think of something that is that colour (something new, not mentioned today). 

	Activity 5: What am I? 
	 Give everyone a few counters each. Lay out four pictures and describe them, but start with shape first e.g. sun, door, pyramid, dice. For example: I am thinking of something square like a cube that you throw, or I am thinking of something round like a circle that shines in the sky. Children decide together which picture it might be and place their counter on it.   



	Activity 6: Find it – get them moving. 
	You can be inside or outside, encourage the children to find something that is a specific colour or shape or both, it does not matter. Discuss the shape or colour of the object they bring back to you. 



	Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 



	Session number: 5
	Session focus: What do I feel like? 

	Resources needed: All about my senses pack. Sign picture and symbol picture for: hard and soft, smooth and rough (in all about my senses pack). 

	Activity 1: Recap


	Recap by thinking about the shape and colour of items in the room. 
Describe by saying ‘I am thinking of some furniture that you sit on, it is brown.’ Or I am thinking of something you find in the classroom, it is long and thin, and you write with it,’ or I am thinking of something that is part of a house/ building, you open it, it is a square/rectangle shape. 


	Activity 2: Introduce Feel 
	Sign the word for ‘feel’ which is in the senses booklet. Talk about how some things feel – go around the room, touch the radiator, it feels hard/hot, the table feels smooth and hard. The wall feels hard. 





	Activity 3: Feely bag – hard and soft items
	Put some hard and soft items in a bag. Have the symbol and sign for hard and soft ready to show the children. Children take turns putting their hand in the bag and deciding if it is hard or soft. Good items would be plastic plate, plastic cup, teddy bear, item of clothing, book, Duplo brick, pencil, cushion/pillow, towel, tissue. 

	Activity 4: Simon says 
	The teacher plays Simon says – the children touch an item from the feely bag depending on what the adult says, ‘Simon says touch something hard.’ 

	Activity 5: Rough and Smooth – touch and explore 
	Show the children the sign and symbol for ‘rough’ and ‘smooth’ in the ‘all about my senses’ booklet. Decide if any of the items you have touched are smooth or rough. Find some more items and give an item to each child to decide if it is rough or smooth e.g.: ruler, rough paper or smooth paper, tree bark, toy brick (Lego so rough and bumpy). Go around the room and decide if anything is rough or smooth or go outside. 



	Activity 6: What am I? 
	I am smooth and slimy, and I live in the sea

I am hard and you find me in the classroom, you sit on me 

I am in the home and at school, you watch me, I have a hard and smooth screen

(Think of some more that include some textures). 

	Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 



	Session number: 6
	Session focus: How many syllables are in the word?

	Resources needed. Category pictures with a varying numbers of syllables e.g. trousers and t-shirt (2 syllables) skirt and sock (1 syllable). Remember to place some pictures/objects on a tray and cover with a blanket. Selection of everyday pictures and small objects, tray, blanket. 

	Activity 1: Recap


	
Play a quick ‘Guess what I am game’ for animals, clothing and household using all the parts of the word wheel you have worked on before e.g. looks like, feels like, group, function, where you find it. Add the category if you can.


	Activity 2: Introduce Syllables 
	

Go around the group and clap everyone’s names and decide how may claps or syllables are in their name. 



	Activity 3: Lily pads 
	Lay out some lily pad shapes on the floor or small mats. Point to an object in the room. Name it, say where you find it, what you use it for, looks like etc, then clap the beats in the word e.g. radiator, white board, bookshelf, Children take turns jumping to each mat for each syllable you clap. 


	Activity 4: My favourite food or animal… 
	Everyone chooses their favourite food and claps the beats or jumps on the lily pads. 

	Activity 5: Do their beats match? 
	Lay out two pictures, children take turns deciding if they have the same number of beats in them e.g. cake and ball, cat and lion, banana and train. 

	Activity 6: Find it game 
	Use a character or teddy and explain that they have lost some words. Cover up some words /pictures / objects on a tray. Say ‘name of teddy) needs something with ‘two claps/beats’ and see if anyone can find an object or picture with two beats, one beat, three beats e.g. ruler, banana, pencil, sharpener. Try and let them think about it silently first so don’t give them the name of the items unless they are stuck. If they get stuck, name some items but exaggerate the beats. 



	Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 




	Session number: 7
	Session focus: What do I rhyme with?

	Resources needed:  Words that rhyme (you will need to provide this at school). Pairs of words that rhyme, a book that rhymes. 

	Activity 1: Recap


	
Recap syllables by thinking of food that everyone likes or their favourite TV programme/ computer game and clapping the beats in the words. 


	Activity 2: Introduce rhyme 
	
Explain that you love words that rhyme e.g. cat and rat rhyme – write down these words on a white board. Underline the bit that rhymes. Can anyone think of any others e.g. dog/ log? 

Explain that these words sound the same at the end. Sign ‘same.’ 



	Activity 3:  Rhyme book 
	Read a book that contains a lot of repetition and rhyme. Julia Donalson is good for this. Talk about the words that rhyme.  

	Activity 4: Find your rhyme 
	Have pairs of rhyming words. Give each child a word that rhymes with another word that another child has; they find each other and bring it back to the group to talk about the bit that rhymes. Do this game a few times. Try and see if the children can find each other’s pair without saying the words aloud, it is okay if they do. 

	Activity 5: What am I? 
	Describe something to the children (you will have a picture of it) e.g., it is an animal, it has four legs and rhymes with hat. They try and guess what you are thinking of. You can make this competitive or not. 



	Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 




	Session number: 8
	Session focus: What sound do I start with? 

	Resources needed Pictures that start with early sounds such as p, f, s, t, c, k, d, m. Bingo game with first sounds/ alliteration. 

	Activity 1: Recap


	 Recap by syllable clapping some unusual objects you have found or words from the latest topic. Find something in the room that rhymes. 


	Activity 2: Introduce first sound 
	Other sounds to try saying include m, t, c/k, f, p

The adult shows them some pictures that start with s, t, c/k, f, or p sounds e.g. sea, fish, pig, sausages, table, tiger. Stress the first sound. Can children identify the sound they can hear at the start? 

If a child cannot copy the sound don’t force it, please just model the sound for them. 

If children are struggling with this, please repeat more work on syllable work and rhyme, or the earlier sessions on category, looks like etc. 


	Activity 3: Matching game
	Feely bag, children take out two objects or pictures, they decide if they start with the same sound. It doesn’t matter if you keep using the same pictures in these sessions, as we are cementing the understanding of components of words. 


	Activity 4: Bingo 
	Play a bingo game, where the adult turns over a picture and if it starts with the same sound as a picture on their bingo card, the child identifies this and covers it with a counter. The first to finish shouts bingo. 

	Activity 5: I start with a ……
	Go around each child in the group, support them to identify the first sound in their name.  Can they think of anything else that starts with the sound in their name? if their name starts with a vowel that’s okay, try it. If children use more than one language, they may generate a word you may not know, this is okay too. See if they can explain the word to you! 



	Activity 6: What am I?  
	See if the children can guess the word based on two clues: the category and the first sound.  E.g. I am an animal that starts with a ‘f’ - fox



	Classroom and generalising 
	Keep the word web or wheel in the classroom. Reinforce new vocabulary using the web/wheel to help them remember the word. 

At the end of each session: Children choose a word from the day’s session and put it into a sentence. 




	Session number: 9
	Session focus:  Put it all together 

	Resources needed: 

	Activity 1: Recap


	Bring out the word wheel and go through each part. 



	Activity 3: Getting stuck is okay 
	Tell the children that it is okay to sometimes get stuck on a word. They can use all the word wheel cues to help them. Which clue do they like the best? 


Play think of a thing games 

	Activity 2: What am I? 
	 The children are given any of the pictures to describe, you can add some new ones. They work in pairs /threes to describe to each other. The adult goes around and listens to them all. 

	Activity 3: Trickier words 
	The adult selects some harder vocabulary from the topics. Show the group a picture of some of the words -can the group tell you anything about the word at all? 
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