



Children’s Speech & Language Therapy
0300 123 3387

Speech Sound Development and Difficulties
Key Messages

Sounds develop in a well-documented pattern.  This is linked to a child’s developmental age not chronological age.

If a child does not establish an accurate phoneme-grapheme link because they cannot say the sound then this may impact on spelling.


	
  ch     j    r     th      pl      cl      fr      dr      thr     shr

	4 ½ - 7 years

	
        sh        l          v         z      ng      sp         st

	3 ½ - 4 ½ 
(42-54 months)

	
        K/c      g         y        f         s         h

	2 ½ - 3 ½ 
(30-42 months)

	
        p      b      t      d      m      n      w

	1-2 ½ 
(12-30 months)



 (
Typical 
order of development starting from the bottom 
)
Common Immaturities

	
Common immaturities: Uses /r/ for  /w/ - wed for red.
                        Reduces consonant blends – pane/lane for plane


	
Common immaturities:
                            Reduces consonant blends /sp/ to /p/ - poon for spoon
                            Uses easier sounds /s/ for /sh/ - sue for shoe.


	
Common immaturities: 
                            Using “front” sounds for “back” sounds or vice versa – tat for cat
                            Or – key for tea.
                            Using “short” sounds for “long” sounds – pour for four or deben for seven


	
Common immaturities:
                           Doubling of syllables – bitbit for biscuit,
                           Misses the ends off words – pi for pig or – bu for bus.





Speech and common errors by developmental age.

	Developmental Age

1 year
to
2 ½ years 


	
            p       b       t       d       m       n       w

Common immaturities:
     Doubling of syllables – bitbit for biscuit
     Misses the end off words – pi for pig or – bu for bus.


	Developmental Age

2 ½ years
to
3 ½ years  
	
          k/c       g        l       y       f         s      h

Common immaturities:
      Using “front” sounds for “back” sounds or vice versa – tat for
      Cat.
      Or – key for tea, goggy for doggy.
      Using “short” sounds for “long” sounds – pour for four.
      Or deben for seven.
 

	Developmental Age

3 ½ years
to
4 ½ years


	
          sh        ch       j       v       z        sp     st

Common immaturities:
       Reduces consonant blend /sp/to/p/ - poon for spoon.
       Uses easier sounds /s/for/sh/ - sue for shoe.

	Developmental Age

4 ½ years
to
7 years
	
     r     th      pl      cl      fr      dr      thr      shr

Common immaturities:
     Uses /w/ for /r/ - wed for red.
     Reduces consonant blends – pane/lane for plane.




Typical patterns of delayed speech. (Ref. Liz Elks and Henrietta McLachlan – Elklan)
Ashley Andrews, Tracey Corbett, Stella Edwards, Jos Sharp  and Liz Royall. Speech and Language Therapists.
Standards Fund Joint Training Project. 2002-2003.
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