Time Sampling Observation - SLCN Initial Assessments

This observation should be conducted after the class teacher has completed the Language and Learning Profile Checklist and, if applicable, the EAL vs. SLCN Checklist. These preliminary steps will help the observer concentrate on the key areas outlined below.



	Assessment name
	What is it?
	How it works
	What it can tell you

	Time Sampling Observation for SLCN
	A structured observation tool to assess key areas of Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) in real-time classroom or play settings.
	The observer records strengths and indicators of need at regular intervals (e.g., every 5 minutes for 30 minutes) across five key areas of Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN).
	Provides insight into a child’s strengths and challenges in attention, interaction, vocabulary, spoken language, and speech sounds. This information is also used to determine whether observed skills are age-appropriate by cross-referencing with developmental milestones outlined in age-related booklets, helping to guide next steps in assessment and support planning.




Observation Focus Areas

1. Attention and Listening
· Eye contact: Does the child maintain eye contact during conversations or activities?
· Response to name: Does the child respond when their name is called?
· Following instructions: Can the child follow simple and complex instructions?
· Focus duration: How long can the child stay focused on a task or activity?
2. Play and interaction
· Initiating play: Does the child initiate play with peers or adults?
· Turn-taking: How well does the child take turns during games or activities?
· Sharing: Does the child share toys and materials with others?
· Social cues: How well does the child understand and respond to social cues?
3. Understanding vocabulary
· Word recognition: Can the child recognise and understand common words and phrases?
· Contextual understanding: Does the child understand words in different contexts?
· Following conversations: Can the child follow and comprehend conversations?
· Use of new words: How often does the child use new vocabulary appropriately?

4. Spoken Language
· Sentence structure: Does the child use complete sentences?
· Grammar usage: How well does the child use correct grammar?
· Expressing ideas: Can the child express their thoughts and ideas clearly?
· Conversational skills: How well does the child engage in back-and-forth conversations?
5.  Speech Sounds
· Clarity of speech: Note how clear and understandable the child's speech is to both familiar and unfamiliar listeners.
· Consistency of sounds: Observe if the child consistently uses the correct sounds in different words and contexts.
· Error patterns: Identify any common patterns in sound errors (e.g., substituting one sound for another, omitting sounds).
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Time Sampling Observation for SLCN Initial Assessment

Observation Chart
Instructions: Observe and record SLCN at regular intervals (e.g., every 5 minutes for 30 minutes).  This can be repeated for different activities and settings if applicable.  Make specific notes for each SLCN focus area.  Use checkmarks (✔) or short notes for quick tracking.


Observer Name: 
Date: 
Child’s Name:
Age:  
Setting:

Key information from the Language and Learning Profile Checklist:


Key information from EAL vs SLCN Checklist:

	Time
	Activity Context/Notes and Comments
	Attention and Listening
	Play and interaction
	Understanding Vocabulary
	Spoken Language
	Speech sounds

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	Time
	Activity Context/notes and comments
	Attention and Listening
	Play and interaction
	Understanding Vocabulary
	Spoken Language
	Speech sounds

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	
	


Prompts for Analysis
· What specific behaviours did you observe in the SLCN focus areas?
· Were there any notable patterns in the child's ability to maintain focus?
· How did the child's SLCN focus areas compare to typical developmental expectations?
· What external factors might have influenced the child's behaviour during the observation?
· What strengths did you notice in the child's SLCN?
· What challenges did the child face, and what support might be beneficial?
Contextual Factors:
· Consider the context in which the observation occurred (e.g., time of day, type of activity, social setting).
· Note any external factors that might have influenced the child's SLCN (e.g., distractions, interactions with peers).
Strengths and Challenges:
· Identify the child's strengths in the focus areas.
· Highlight any challenges or areas needing support.






Observation Analysis 
	Area of SLCN focus
	Information from the observation.  Look at strengths as well as difficulties. 
	Check against stages and ages booklet.
	Key areas of needs.

	Attention and Listening



	
	
	

	Play and Interaction



	
	
	

	Understanding Vocabulary



	
	
	

	Spoken Language




	
	
	

	Speech Sounds




	
	
	



Next steps
Complete the relevant SLCN screener for the child’s age.  This will give more information regarding child’s needs and further summarise information already gained.  This will lead you to know which part of the SLCN Tree model to work on.  
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