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		For Staff
Letter to All Primary Head Teachers - National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP)The NCMP is delivered by the Children’s Public Health 0-19 Nursing Service on behalf of Nottingham City Council. It is due to take place after February half term. Please see attached letter regarding NCMP for 2023, the Programme provides valuable information which is used to plan for and invest in key services to prevent and manage overweight and obesity in children.  Your participation is essential for the success of the programme and we thank you in advance for your continued support again this year. Information regarding the scheme referred to in the letter is here
Attendance - Although the Bill will not be going through until September 2023 at the earliest, the government still intends to make the new attendance guidance 'working to improve school attendance' statutory. The Department for Education expects that local authorities continue to implement the changes introduced through the new school attendance guidance. As with all government guidance, local authorities are legally obliged to take the new school attendance guidance into account in exercising their functions (such as when making decisions about their attendance service and on school attendance matters) letter from DfE
 
Transport Offers on Nottingham Buses and Trams
Information for staff and pupils' families.
Bus operators in Nottingham are temporarily introducing a £2 single fare on all services, thanks to the Government’s  Help for Households campaign. All bus operators in Nottingham are taking part and this will be until Friday 31st March 2023.
NET is offering a special New Year deal giving Tram passengers unlimited year-round travel for just £1 per day. Until Tuesday 31 January 2023, tram users will be able to snap up the deal by purchasing an Annual Adult Season ticket for £365 - a huge 37% reduction on the usual price of £585. See information on offers here
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For Staff
DfE Back to School – 5 Things to do to Help Manage Winter Illness -  A new post, “Back to school – 5 things to do to help manage winter illness” has just been published on the UK Health Security Agency blog. As students start to return to school, it’s important to be aware of the winter illnesses currently circulating and the best ways to protect your child and others. This blog lists 5 things that can help. Read the new post here  
Disability Access Fund (DAF) Reminder -The DAF is part of the early years national funding formula and provides additional funding to support schools. You may receive £800 for eligible three and four year olds.  Please click here to see eligibility criteria and how to put forward your claim. There is also access to the website to find out more and a flow chart to show the process.
For Pupils
Festival of Science and Curiosity -  Primary Schools. You are invited to celebrate the launch of the Nottingham Festival of Science and Curiosity 2023 Festival Programme! We'll be at the Nottingham College City Hub, 111 Canal Street Nottingham NG1 7HB Wednesday 18th January 2023, 16:00 – 18:00. As well as mingling with all the partners involved with making the festival happen over the past eight years, you'll also have the opportunity to name the festival monkey mascot, add your own planet to our community constellation and have a tour of the College's new science labs. more info 
The dates for the next festival are Monday 6th – Friday 17th February 2023 We have two key offers for schools 1) Signing up to receive our festival magazine, which targets year 5/6 pupils, and which we can deliver to schools  2) Signing up for the Real Science in Schools Symposium on Thursday 9th February, an event held at the Nottingham Council House where pupils can showcase science projects they've been working on. We will be holding a morning session for special schools and an afternoon session for mainstream schools.. Please contact megan@ignitefutures.org.uk to register your interest or to find out more.











Scene! Read what’s now, new & next!
 Want to get involved? Send your articles to scene@nottinghamcity.gov.uk , 
(we’ll need these by 12 noon on Friday to be included in the next issue).
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		For Staff
Spring Term 2023 Pupil Premium Plus and Recovery Premium Application Arrangements – Nottingham City LAC – deadline 24th February 2023 - Schools requiring Pupil Premium Plus and/or Recovery Premium funding for Nottingham City looked after children of statutory school age during the Spring Term must add details of the intervention to the pupil’s Spring ePEP and ensure the relevant funding option is selected by Friday 24th  February 2023.  The Pupil Premium Plus grant is given to Virtual School’s on a financial year basis (1st April 2022 to 31st March 2023). Nottingham City Virtual School needs to finalise Spring Term Pupil Premium Plus requests before commencing the annual statutory financial closedown process.   Any Pupil Premium Plus and Additional Funding applications received after 1st April 2023 relating to the 2022/2023 financial year cannot be considered under the DFE’s statutory Pupil Premium Plus guidance. After 24th February 2023 the next opportunity to apply for Recovery Premium funding is between 1st April – 21st July 2023.  Designated Teachers will also receive details of the Spring Term arrangements via email during January 2023. 
For Pupils
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week - Wednesday 8th February 2023.  9.30-11.45  Zoom event  £60 a class aimed at year 3 and 4 Join us to celebrate Children's Mental Health Awareness week 2023 with Paul Cookson and Nottingham City Libraries.  With a theme of let’s connect - we will look at relationships we share and the connection to the people around us through fun and exciting activities and a poetry performance with local fabulous author and poet Paul Cookson. For more information or to book please email sandra.edis@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
World Book Day 2023 - Thursday 2nd March 2023 9.30-12 noon. Zoom event £60 a class aimed at year 3. Join us to celebrate World Book Day with local author Gareth Peters and storyteller Nicky Rafferty zoomed straight into the classroom.  Lots of fun interactive sessions to promote reading for pleasure and storytelling. For more information or to book please email sandra.edis@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  more information here
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		Transition Days Summer 2023
	We usually set the first Tuesday and Wednesday in July for Y6 to Y7 transition days for Nottingham City schools. This will be Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th July 2023 this year- with any schools wanting to create additional opportunities then they can run during that week. This should help both Secondaries and Primaries to be able to plan smoothly and eliminate too much uncertainty or even chaos for primaries of everyone doing different things. In principle for forward planning the City will stick to the first week of July and commend the Tuesday and Wednesday and will confirm in future via this Newsletter.



For Staff
Education Welfare & EOTAS Service Update - The Education Welfare Service is now in the second term of trialling the new school attendance guidance ‘Working together to improve school attendance’  For information our graduated partnership approach to improving attendance document is here If you have any queries relating to the new process please contact our Education Welfare Specialists   tina.stuart@nottinghamcity.gov.uk or  Sophie.coldrick@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Sharing Daily Attendance Data – Information From The DfE - 75% of schools in England are sharing daily attendance data with the DfE.  Nottingham City currently have 70% of schools signed up to the portal. Sharing data means you’ll be able to access daily attendance reports on view your education data. To help you access and use the free reporting service, the DfE have a series of webinars for schools, trusts and local authorities starting this month.  The DfE will be holding monthly webinars, where you can learn about new features and get support with non-urgent technical issues. You can agree to share daily attendance data by accepting the request in your Wonde portal. If you do not use Wonde, you should have received an email from them about setting up a secure portal. You can email them directly if you do not have this. You can also view a public dashboard for pupil attendance and absence in England, allowing you to make local authority, regional and national comparisons. The DfE value your feedback, as they continue to develop the reports. Please sign up to take part in our research.
Health Advice for Education and Childcare Settings Amid High Levels of Flu, COVID 19 and Scarlet Fever The following is taken from the latest DfE information to schools As winter illnesses continue to circulate at high levels and pupils are returning to education, the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has published a reminder on how to minimise the spread of illness in education and childcare settings. UKHSA advice remains clear that children can continue to attend as normal unless they are unwell and have a high temperature. Further information on when a child is too ill for school or nursery is available. There is no requirement to be absent from school on a precautionary basis. School staff should continue to maintain their high expectations for face-to-face attendance. For further information, please also see our Education Hub post on the latest guidelines around COVID-19 and for Strep A, our separate post on the exact circumstances in which children should be kept off school. UKHSA is providing regular updates on Strep A. Both UKHSA and DfE are continuing to closely monitor the situation. To help reduce the risk of some illnesses, including flu, vaccinations are being provided in schools. UKHSA, in collaboration with NHS England and DfE, have produced a briefing for secondary schools giving details about all vaccines offered to adolescents in schools and the role that schools play. This includes information on the flu vaccination programme being offered this year to those in Years 7, 8 and 9.
Educational Psychology - Senco Reminder -  For the planning of assistance from Educational Psychologists all orders should be completed on your annual order in liaison with your school office. Maintained schools will be January- March, Academies May- July time.  This helps plan the workloads as orders that come in throughout the year may not be fulfilled if the service is at capacity. If you are currently receiving an annual services package this will be fulfilled, for any queries contact eps.admin@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Assistive Technology Supports an Inclusive Classroom for all SEND Learners. - Sign up to take part in the DfE funded Assistive Technology Test and Learn Training Programme today - The Assistive Technology Test and Learn Training Programme aims to encourage education practitioners to use technology which they already have available to them to reduce or remove barriers to learning. Through this DfE-funded project, 150 mainstream schools, academies and special schools in England will participate in a monthly 60-minute training session, delivered by Microlink PC (UK) between March and July. The free-to-access training will help them improve the way they use AT to support all of the children and young people they teach, including learners with SEND. The programme builds on the success of a previous AT Training Pilot, which also saw nasen collaborate with Microlink, to run online training sessions to for around 80 schools in England. Then, as now, the partnership brought together expertise in AT and SEND, along with an understanding of the day-to-day operation of schools and how assistive technology supports an inclusive classroom for all SEND learners. Feedback from this earlier programme was consistently positive, and benefits to learners were instantly visible. If your school is interested in taking part, sign up today or visit the website for more information.
For Pupils 
Invitation to the Carbon Neutral Nottingham 2028 Schools Question Panel - As part of the Nottingham Festival of Science and Curiosity, Nottingham City Council will be hosting a live Q&A session for climate curious learners in years 7-13, giving them the opportunity to find out more about what is being done in Nottingham City to tackle climate change, ask questions and share what is important to them. Thursday 9th February 2023 2pm-3pm, online. For more information and to book click here  For general enquiries please contact climatechange@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Resources
	Staff Absence Insurance -  Nottingham City Council are delighted to announce that we have re-awarded our Staff Absence Insurance Preferred Supplier contract to Schools Advisory Service (SAS). In our recent Tender process providers were scored on aspects such as price, scope of cover, claims processing and wellbeing provision for staff. The SAS Staff Absence Insurance policy scored the highest in comparison to the other insurance and mutual providers who entered the tender process. Schools Advisory Service (SAS) have been supporting schools as Preferred Supplier of Nottingham City Council since 2014 and are very proud to continue that relationship moving forward.  see more  For schools who are interested in this service please see the attached, and as Nottingham City Council have completed the tendering process this covers you from having to complete this process yourselves and can be shown as Best Value. 
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		Consultation on the SEND Sufficiency Strategy 2023-28 
	Nottingham City Council is holding a public consultation on how it plans to strengthen education and provide additional school places for children and young people with special educational needs/disabilities (SEND) in Nottingham over the coming years, using the SEND Sufficiency Strategy 2023-28. The Council, our partners and providers, want children and young people with SEND to achieve their full potential in education, learning and future employment. We propose to invest capital funding received from the Department for Education (DfE), to create additional high quality inclusive places and to improve existing provision for children and young people with complex needs or who have an education, health and care plan (EHCP). The funding can also be used to support SEND pupils without an EHCP and pupils who require alternative provision without an EHCP, where appropriate. The consultation is open from 25th January to 28th February 2023. The consultation survey and proposal information is detailed here: SEND Sufficiency Strategy (nottinghamcity.gov.uk)  We are particularly interested in feedback from parents, carers, young people, as well as schools, settings, local providers and other stakeholders. This is your opportunity to tell us what you think about the SEND capital priorities and help to shape proposals.


For Staff
Remote Education Learning Guidance from DfE - This is a non-statutory guidance from the Department for Education on providing high quality remote education in cases where it is not possible, or is contrary to government guidance, for some or all pupils to attend schools. Remote education should only ever be considered as a last resort where a decision has already been made that attendance at school is not possible, but pupils are able to continue learning. more info
Safeguarding KCSIE - Join the Department for Education and subject experts for a series of four 60-minute safeguarding webinars to support the statutory safeguarding guidance ‘Keeping children safe in education’ (KCSIE), which all schools and colleges must have regard when carrying out their duties to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. The webinars will focus on four important topics: Low level concerns; single central record; safeguarding partners and sexting/online harms. These topics have been carefully selected to help school staff feel supported in safeguarding children and following KCSIE. The webinars will provide an opportunity for all school staff, including headteachers, designated safeguarding leads, teachers and teaching assistants, to hear from experts, who will share their knowledge and experience of these sensitive topics. These events are free to attend – please register here. https://orcula.com/kcsie/register/Site/Register
Spring Term 2023 Pupil Premium Plus and Recovery Premium Application Arrangements – Nottingham City LAC – deadline 24th February 2023 - Schools requiring Pupil Premium Plus and/or Recovery Premium funding for Nottingham City looked after children of statutory school age during the Spring Term must add details of the intervention to the pupil’s Spring ePEP and ensure the relevant funding option is selected by Friday 24th  February 2023.  The Pupil Premium Plus grant is given to Virtual School’s on a financial year basis (1st April 2022 to 31st March 2023). Nottingham City Virtual School needs to finalise Spring Term Pupil Premium Plus requests before commencing the annual statutory financial closedown process.   Any Pupil Premium Plus and Additional Funding applications received after 1st April 2023 relating to the 2022/2023 financial year cannot be considered under the DFE’s statutory Pupil Premium Plus guidance. After 24th February 2023 the next opportunity to apply for Recovery Premium funding is between 1st April – 21st July 2023.  Designated Teachers will also receive details of the Spring Term arrangements via email during January 2023. 
Nottingham RSE Day Art Project - This year RSE Day takes place on Thursday 29th June.  Once again the City Council are working in partnership with Challenge Nottingham to deliver a creative art project for Nottingham schools.  This year, schools will work towards creating a collaborative interactive art-work that will be displayed in the new City library and Newstead Abbey.  The piece will link with the Nottingham Year of Stories and will feature art-work from schools plus recorded voices around the RSE Day theme.  We are keen to get as many schools involved as possible so the piece reflects the views of Nottingham children and young people.  We are holding a virtual launch event on Monday 27th March at 4pm, you can book here  As last year, we are also holding a craft workshop, where colleagues can learn the techniques to support children to create the art-work, this will be held at a central Nottingham location on Tuesday 25th April from 2pm to 4pm, There is also the opportunity for two schools to host a half-day workshop with the artist working with children in their setting.
Free School Meal Vouchers - February Half Term - We are funding free school meal vouchers for all eligible children again this February half term. For those of you who use our EdenRed account, you should be able to order your vouchers from 2pm this Thursday. For every other school, we will be able to reimburse you in the usual way. Whichever method you use, please complete this online form to confirm how many vouchers you need for your school. Future school holidays – As you may know, the government has again extended the Household Support Fund and Nottingham is expected to receive a similar allocation of funding for the next six months. We have not yet been told what the parameters are for how this money has to be spent, but funding to support families has been one of the key aims for this pot of money for the last few rounds of the Fund so this is expected to remain. If you have any technical issues logging on to EdenRed please  contact Michelle.Charnley@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Strike vouchers – please DO NOT use this account to order any vouchers you may wish to give to families due to the strike.
For Pupils
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week - Wednesday 8th February 2023.  9.30-11.45 Zoom event £60 a class aimed at year 3 and 4 Join us to celebrate Children's Mental Health Awareness week 2023 with Paul Cookson and Nottingham City Libraries.  With a theme of let’s connect - we will look at relationships we share and the connection to the people around us through fun and exciting activities and a poetry performance with local fabulous author and poet Paul Cookson. For more information or to book please email sandra.edis@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Remedi - Funded Interventions -  Remedi have been successfully awarded funding by the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) to deliver their FREE preventative County Lines and Exploitation and Knife crime programme to young people and the people that closely support them in their community.  These young people may be in school, LAC or be victims of crime supported by Victim care. Remedi will also be working with Youth justice. There is no cost for delivery  There is three years funding with a fixed number of sessions available. This is a preventative approach, to educate young people in what County lines is, How to spot the signs and where to access support. They would like focus delivery in particular to Yr 6 ( Primary) and Yr 7&8 secondary .Delivery can be in small groups or 1:1 where needed, and is a targeted approach for young people identified as being most in need/at risk of exploitation. Booking for schools/ care home dates are available now, please contact gemma.jennings@nottscc.gov.uk  for more information.
Intent – Evidence Based Smoking Prevention Programme – New VAPING Resources - Nottingham City Council are proud to be working in partnership with Evidence to Impact to roll-out the FREE Intent smoking prevention programme to secondary schools and other settings.  Intent is an evidence based programme proven to reduce smoking initiation through the process of creating implementation intentions. In response to need the programme now includes 4 vaping education sessions.  The free lessons for years 7-10 contribute to the coverage of statutory outcomes within the DfE RSHE framework as well as supporting local public health priorities.  By taking part in the Intent programme your school will be able to clearly demonstrate how your PSHE programme is responding to local needs. see attached flyer If you would like more information on the programme please contact Catherine.kirk@nottinghamcity.gov.uk. 

 
	Big Reading Challenge to Raise Money for Free Books-  Nottingham City Council is holding another Big Reading Challenge in a bid to raise funds for a charity that gives free books to children in the city. Running for seven days from Monday 30th January to Sunday 5th February 2023, the Big Reading Challenge aims to raise more than £5,000 for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library: an amazing scheme that delivers a free book every month to local children from birth up to five years of age. Please support this important cause: www.gofundme.com/f/bigreadingchallenge2023
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