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Children’s Speech and Language Therapy
0300 123 3387

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES

	Aims:
The child will use the words ‘in’, ‘on’ and ‘under’ in a sentence to talk about a picture/location of an object or to give an instruction.


	

	Why this helps:
These position words (known as prepositions) are some of the building blocks your child needs to say longer sentences and talk about the world

	

	Resources:
Real or toy objects, picture cards



	Activities:
	
1. Real Situations
Sort out a home corner together or tidy up the cooking area.  Instruct each other where items go.  Make deliberate mistakes to encourage the child to correct you.
eg 	Adult:	“Do I put it on here?”
	Child:  “No, under.”

2. Picture Books
Many ‘lift the flap’ books encourage the child to look ‘under’ items, eg. “Where’s Spot?”  Use these to demonstrate under.  Talk about what you can see in the pictures, e.g. “the cat is in the box”.

3. Picture Cards
Play games using picture cards of ‘on’, ‘in’ and ‘under’.  Encourage the child to say in, on and under with another word, eg. “under box”, “in bus”.
Game ideas to use with picture cards, where the child says what’s on a card for each turn:
· lotto
· skittles
· spin the bottle
· fishing
· snap
· feely bag
· beanbag game

4.   Treasure Hunt Game
Play a treasure hunt game, get the child to take turns to follow and give instructions about where to find a picture or object (e.g. a star).  The child has to say where the adult has to look for the hidden star, eg. “look under the car”, “look in the bin”, or say where they found it.

5.   Role Play / Story Lines
Dolls’ House
Play moving house.  A ‘removal man’ instructs other characters where to put things, e.g. “Put it under the bed”.

Naughty Snake (or any other puppet)
It’s tea time but the ‘naughty snake’ keeps hiding the spoons, cups, etc.  The child can either – tell the snake where to hide things or tell the toys where to find them, e.g. ‘Look under the bed’.

Farm
The animals are hiding from the farmer.  The child can tell them where to hide or tell the farmer where to find them.



	

	Strategies:
· Try using Makaton signs or natural gestures to demonstrate the prepositions
· Slow down your speech, emphasise and slightly separate out the words so the child has more chance to pick out the important preposition word.
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