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	Assessment 
	What is it?
	How it works
	What can it tell you

	Pre-writing skills assessment
	A checklist to explore a young person’s pre-writing skills
	A member of the young person’s teaching team who has observed the young person engaging with text-related activities (e.g. mark making) answers either ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the questions
	The assessment explores whether there are any gaps in the young person’s pre-writing skills.



Child/YP:    _________________________         Date:  ________________________


School: __________________________       Staff Name:  ___________________

	1
	Does the young person have good posture and core control? (e.g. sit at a desk for a length of time without tiring)
	Yes/No

	2
	Can the young person cross the midline (The midline is the imaginary line that intersects the body, separating the left and right sides)?
	Yes/No

	3
	Is the young person displaying hand dominance?
	Yes/No

	4
	Can the young person hold a pen/pencil using a tripod grip?
	Yes/No

	5
	Can the young person use the pen/pencil to make marks on a page?
	

	6
	Does the young person apply appropriate pressure to make a visible mark?
	Yes/No

	7
	Is the young person able to produce (with a model) vertical, horizontal, and diagonal lines and simple shapes (e.g. circle, square, cross)? Lines and shapes can be a little wobbly
	Yes/No

	8
	Can the young person trace a line?
	Yes/No

	9
	Does the young person know that we make marks to express meaning (e.g. do they pretend to read their marks back to you, do they mark make to label things in their environment?)?
	Yes/No

	10
	Can the young person use the pictures to tell their own story/give their own view (if non-fiction)?
	Yes/No


	11
	Can the young person distinguish text from a picture?
	Yes/No

	12
	Can the young person identify a single word?
	Yes/No

	13
	Can the young person identify a single letter?
	Yes/No

	14
	Does the young person appropriately move from left-to-right when mark making?
	Yes/No

	15
	Does the young person appropriately move from top to bottom when mark making? 
	Yes/No

	16
	Can the young person tell you the first sound of their name?
	Yes/No

	17
	Can the young person write the first sound of their name?
	Yes/No




Analysis and strategy suggestions
If you have answered ‘no’ to any of the questions, you may need to implement some strategies to support pre-writing skills:
· Spend some time introducing the young person to books. Read to them. Ask them to label pictures in the book. Help the young person to understand that words carry meaning. When reading use finger pointing to guide your way through the text.
· Provide lots of opportunities for the young person to mark make with a range of mediums (e.g. pens, pencils, paint). 
· Encourage participation in activities that involve grasping and manipulating small objects such drawing, puzzles, opening containers, threading or other related tasks.
· Practice tasks that use just one or two fingers (not all at once) e.g. poking games.
· Engage the child in activities to promote hand strength (e.g. dough disco, scrunching paper, using tweezers, tearing paper). Also promote everyday activities that require finger strength such as opening containers and jars.
· Practice activities that involve hand-eye coordination (e.g. throwing and catching) and crossing the mid-line (e.g. reaching across the bod 1000 y to pick up items).
· Engage the child in threading and lacing activities with a variety of different sized laces.
· Encourage the child to draw and write on vertical surfaces.
· Practice drawing the pre-writing shapes (l, —, O, +, /, square, \, X, and Δ).
· Play games that require specific finger movements (e.g. incy wincy spider).
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