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Introduction

The Learning Support Team consists of a 
team of fully qualified specialist teachers and 
teaching assistants with extensive experience 
and knowledge in special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND). We are a specialist 
support service that delivers high quality training, 
assessment, teaching and learning for children 
and young people with SEND. The team have 
many years of experience delivering advice, 
training and resources to schools. 

The team use specialist assessments and 
teaching methods to identify a diverse range 
of special educational needs and work in 
partnership with school in removing barriers to 
learning.

We work with schools to offer practical 
solutions and strategies that can address a 
range of difficulties and challenges. We keep 
up to date with current research in SEND 
in order to be at the forefront of innovative 
approaches and best practice.

We are always happy to discuss your 
requirements for support and strive to deliver 
a service tailored to meet your individual 
or organisational needs. This could include 
bespoke work that may not be listed in this 
brochure.

We also undertake work with parents and 
carers, other professionals and organisations 
to best support the needs of SEND pupils. 

This brochure introduces who we are as a 
service and explains the range of services 
and support currently available to your 
organisation. Each service listed explains what 
it is, what the benefits are and gives a guide to 
how much time this may take to deliver.

We have arranged our traded offers within this 
brochure under the following headings:

 Strategic Support for Schools and 
Educational Settings

 Pupil Focussed Intervention 

 Observations and Assessments

 Continued Professional Staff 
Development

You can request any service listed in this 
brochure. 

We hope you find our brochure informative 
and consider how our expertise and skill set 
will enhance the inclusion and education 
of young people with SEND, as well as the 
continued professional development of your 
staff team.
 
Please feel free to discuss your requirements 
or queries with the Learning Support Team 
directly on 0115 876 5311 or explore further 
on: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/education-
and-schools/inclusive-education/support-
for-children-with-learning-needs/

Ann Baldwin
e: ann.baldwin@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

People often ask “What does the Learning Support Team do?” or “What can you 
offer my school?” We offer a wide range of specialist services that support and 
develop best practice for SEND pupils within schools.

mailto: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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Qualifications

All teaching staff are qualified teachers and 
hold qualified teacher status. All our teachers 
have additional specialist qualifications in 
SEND and inclusion. We have a thorough 
understanding of SEND, inclusion, 
assessment and intervention methods.

We do:

• Strategic work
 We work at strategic level with academy 

chains, head teachers and senior leadership 
to improve whole school or setting SEND 
outcomes. We help schools and settings 
to develop effective systems and train 
staff groups or individuals to enhance their 
understanding and skills in SEND. We 
also work with individual pupils and small 
groups.

• Individual Work
 We undertake individual work which may 

include:
• Working with SENDCos
• Working with class teachers
• Working with support staff
• Individual pupil support
• Small group support

• Training
 The team have experience of delivering 

training both locally and nationally and 
have worked in conjunction with a national 
university. We can deliver staff meetings, 
INSET training and conferences to the 
highest standards. 

 The Team is passionate in raising standards 
for all pupils with SEND. It is committed to 
providing active, high quality and engaging 
training.
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Meet the Team
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What People Say About Us

‘I would like to say 
a big thank you for 
your massive help”

“LST have supported me 
and my team so positively”

‘Fantastic support is readily 
available through phone or 

email communication”

“Requests dealt with in 
a timely manner”

“Reports are extremely  
in-depth and detailed, which 
is appreciated by staff and 

parents”

“The team is really supportive of 
staff and speak to them on an 

equal level”

“I feel we have a positive 
and supportive relationship”

mailto: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk


Packages of support are 
available to purchase 

1 or 3 year contracts (5% extra 
discount)

Package 
Type

Number of 
sessions

Number of 
hours

Bronze 10 10 hours

Silver 20 20 hours

Gold 30 30 hours

Ad Hoc As needed As needed

In addition to packages of support, we offer 
bespoke training for up to 150 delegates. 
This can be used for a staff meeting, half day 
or full day training.

How it works

Schools and educational settings can 
purchase a support package at the start of 
their financial years. For schools, packages 
are purchased at the beginning of the financial 
year in April whilst Academies purchase their 
packages in July, ready for the start of their 
financial year in September. A Service Level 
Agreement which will outline our policies and 
procedures around traded work is available. 

A support package consists of a number of 
sessions from the Learning Support Team to 
be used throughout the year. Alternatively, ad 
hoc services can be purchased as and when 
required if you do not purchase a package. 

For organisations outside the Nottingham City 
boundary, a competitive individual quote will 
be given.

Please feel free to discuss your requirements 
or queries with the Learning Support Team 
directly on 0115 876 5311 or email 
LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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Our Traded Work
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A full day in school working with the SENDCo 
to examine what systems and procedures are 
in place already and to develop an action plan 
for SEND.

What is covered:
• How children with SEND are identified
• Interventions in place
• Local Offer for SEND
• Progress and data
• Assessment
• Attainment
• Resources available 
• Deployment of staff to support pupils with 

SEND
• SEND policies and procedures
• Provision management
• Complying with the Equality Act and SEND 

Code of Practice 
• Graduated response
• Work in line with School Improvement Plan 

where SEND has been identified
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Provision Management of SEND 
in Preparation for Ofsted

Strategic Support for Schools and Educational 
Settings

Benefits:
Be confident that your SEND provision 
is in line with the SEND Code of Practice 
and Ofsted requirements.

Outcomes:
A SEND action plan

Who is it for?
SENDCo and Senior Leaders

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.

mailto: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk


We offer the following:

Whole school and SENDCo
• Staff training around SEND
• New SENDCo support around the role and 

essential duties/areas of responsibility
• HLN Support for SENDCos
• SENDCo support/cover in emergency 

situation - we are able to provide a member 
of staff to help you cover some of the 
essential SENDCo duties

• Advice/training around specific research-
based interventions and resources
• Progress and data
• Target setting
• Personalised curriculums

• SEND policy
• Identification

We also undertake individual pupil 
support
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Whole School SEND Support 

Benefits: 
Be confident that your SEND provision 
is in line with the SEND Code of Practice 
and Ofsted requirements.

Outcomes:
Raise staff awareness of SEND and how 
to support those pupils appropriately

Who is it for?
All school staff

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.

mailto: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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Whole School Access through 
Differentiation for Children with SEND

Whole school/academy training

This can be delivered within individual schools 
or across academy trusts as inset training or 
staff meetings. We can also work with staff 
individually or in small groups to support 
differentiation.

This could include:
A practical CPD session that looks at
• Understanding the need for differentiation
• Examples of effective differentiation
• Strategies to help differentiation
• Planning ahead to influence school practice
• Assessment and monitoring

We can also offer bespoke training or support 
to meet your organisation’s individual needs.

Benefits:
A fully accessible curriculum for all 
children

Outcomes:
Improved outcomes and progress data 
for children with SEND

Who is it for?
All school staff

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.

mailto: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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Pupil Focussed Interventions

Makaton is a language programme using 
signs and symbols to help children with SEND 
to communicate. It is designed to support 
spoken language with the use of signs and 
symbols, to help develop speech.

The team can offer a block of support. This 
consists of pre-arranged sessions delivered 
once a week for 6 weeks. The sessions will 
provide basic Makaton communication skills 
for both the pupil and the teaching assistant 
and class teacher.

The sessions encourage communication using 
some basic everyday Makaton signs, and 
could also include songs. 

This training can be extended to include class 
teachers, parents and small groups. 

Makaton

Benefits:
Development of communication skills 
through increased opportunities to 
communicate with staff and peers

Outcomes:
An inclusive communication 
environment

Who is it for?
•	 Pupils
•	 Teaching	Assistants
•	 Support	Staff
•	 Teachers/teaching	teams

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.

mailto: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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Talk Boost

We are licensed trainers for the 
following:

Early Years 3-4 year olds
Early Talk Boost 
is an intervention 
developed by ICAN. 
Early Talk Boost is a 
targeted intervention 
aimed at 3-4 year 

old children with delayed language helping 
to boost their language skills to help narrow 
the gap between them and their peers. The 
programme aims to accelerate children’s 
progress in language and communication by 
an average of 6 months, after a nine week 
intervention. 

Key Stage 1 (4 – 7 years)
Talk Boost KS1 is a 
targeted intervention 
for 4-7 year old 
children with delayed 
language, including 
children in Reception 
classes. We train 

classroom teachers and teaching assistants 
to provide a structured programme that 
boosts children’s progress in language and 
communication by an average of 9 - 18 
months after a ten week intervention.

Key Stage 2 (7 – 10 years)
Talk Boost KS2 is a 
targeted intervention 
aimed at children 
7-10 year old 
children with delayed 
language, aiming to 
boost their language 
skills helping them 

to catch up with their peers. The programme 
aims to accelerate children’s progress in 
language and communication, after an eight 
week intervention.

We will train classroom teachers and teaching 
assistants to deliver this intervention in your 
school. This can be delivered as
•	 whole school
•	 central training
•	 or modelling and delivering weekly block 

sessions which are delivered with school 
staff three times a week for 8-10 weeks. It 
will include pre-and post intervention data.

Early

KS2

Benefits:
•	 Increased progress for children who 

are not achieving expected levels of 
progress in language development

•	 Sustainable so that school staff can 
deliver to multiple groups of new 
children

•	 Effective use of pupil premium 
•	 Increased language communication

Outcomes:
•	 Increased speech and language & 

communication skills

Who is it for?
•	 Children with delayed language skills

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.
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Using Manipulatives (Numicon) 
in Maths

The Learning Support team are 
Numicon trained. Numicon is a multi-
sensory approach to the teaching 
of mathematics using a process 
of action, imagery, conversation, 
structure and generalising.

This can be delivered as
•	 Whole school training
•	 Central training
•	 Or modelling and delivering weekly block 

sessions which will model how to deliver 
the breaking the barriers programme to 
children with SEND. 

For a block of support the team offer 12 
prearranged sessions delivered with school 
staff three times a week. It will include 
a baseline Numicon assessment at the 
beginning and end of the 12 week period. 

Benefits:
•	 To enable children with SEND to 

develop a basic understanding of 
using and applying maths

Outcomes:
•	 Improved progress data
•	 Children with SEND develop a greater 

understanding of maths

Who is it for?
•	 Children with SEND 
•	 Working within pre key stage 

standard (P levels)

Cost options:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Colourful Semantics

Colourful Semantics is a simple programme 
designed to improve spoken sentence 
development. It was originally developed by 
Alison Bryan in 1997. It is aimed at assisting 
children to develop their grammar but is 
rooted in the meaning of the word (semantics).

It is a system to support spoken and written 
language learning across the curriculum, 
which can be used for: 
•	 Sentence development
•	 Understanding questions
•	 Understanding written text 
•	 Developing vocabulary and learning facts
•	 Developing narrative

This can be delivered as:
•	 Whole school training
•	 Central training
•	 Or modelling and delivering to individual 

staff and small groups of pupils 

The team offer a six-week block of support 
which will be delivered with school staff once 
a week. 

Who? What 
doing?

When? Where?

Benefits:
•	 Improves	grammar	through	the	use	

of: 
•	 spoken	sentences
•	 answering	questions
•	 use	of	nouns,	verbs	adjectives,	

prepositions
•	 story	telling
•	 language	composition

Outcomes:
Improved progress in English

Who is it for?
•	 Children	with	delayed	language	and	

EAL children

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.

A speech and language therapy intervention 



14  Contact the Learning Support Team: 0115 876 5311 e: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Pupil Voice

The Government is committed to the 
promotion and protection of children’s rights, 
in line with the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. It believes that children 
and young people should have opportunities 
to express their opinion in matters that affect 
their lives. The SEND Code of Practice also 
reflects pupil participation as key.

‘Pupil participation is at the heart of 
developing effective schools’.

The term ‘pupil voice’ refers to ways of 
listening to the views of pupils and/or involving 
them in decision-making. You may also hear 
the expressions ‘learner voice’ or ‘consulting 
pupils’.

A feature of effective leadership is engaging 
pupils as active participants in their education 
and in making a positive contribution to their 
school and local community.

Find out about best practice and useful tools 
for developing pupil voice for children with 
SEND in your school.

Suitable for all professionals and practitioners 
working with children with a range of SEND.

This can be delivered as
• Whole school training
• Working with individual pupils

Benefits:
All children and young people are able/
supported to reflect on strengths and 
areas of development.

Outcomes:
Children and young people are able/
supported to communicate their 
decisions for the future.

Who is it for?
Children and young people with SEND

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Clicker 7 - Supporting English

What is Clicker 7?
A software programme that enables pupils 
to fully access all areas of the curriculum 
regardless of age and ability. 

Clicker 7 provides access to:
• Clicker board
• Word and sentence grids
• Personalised books
• Voice notes
• Targeted spelling intervention
• Enhanced word prediction
• Realistic children’s voices 
• Can use in school and home
• Eye gaze recognition
• Touch screen enabled
• Speech to voice and voice to speech

This can be delivered as: 
• A block of support where the sessions are 

based on the needs of the pupil and range 
between one and six sessions. 

• An ‘Introduction to Clicker 7 staff meeting
• Training with staff or pupil/s in school
• Refresher courses
• Using assistive technology with Clicker 7

Benefits:
Provides highly differentiated access to 
the curriculum

Outcomes:
Create a classroom of independent 
enthusiastic learners

Who is it for?
All learners from nursery to adults.

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Interactive Music

Interactive music enables all children 
to communicate and interact with 
others in a fun and relaxed way. 
Using songs, rhymes and fun musical 
interaction to build anticipation and 
participation. Interactive music is made up 
of very repetitive songs, using basic language 
so pupils with language delay and English as 
their second language would benefit from this 
small group. 

It is a useful tool for any pupil, as the following 
skills are encouraged:
• Listening and concentration 
• Following instructions 
• Copying actions and songs 
• Thinking of their own ideas and excepting 

other pupils’ ideas
• Confidence building
• Turn taking
and many, many more! 

The team can offer a six-week block of 
support which will be delivered with school 
staff and pupils once a week. 

Benefits:
Building confidence in social interaction

Outcomes:
To understand and follow social cues for 
social communication

Who is it for?
Nursery and Key Stage 1 but could 
include specific pupils in Key Stage 2 
with SEND

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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The Social Skills Programme supports 
all children, including those with 
SEND, to develop and maintain 
relationships, and improve their ability 
to interact with others. It helps them to 
understand and express feelings.

Skills encouraged:
• Listening and concentration 
• Speech and Language
• Following instructions 
• Thinking of their own ideas and excepting 

other pupils’ ideas
• Confidence building
• Conversational - waiting for your time to 

talk, listening to what others have to say, 
and many, many more! 

We offer an 8 week block of Social Skills 
training for staff working with SEND pupils. 
The training consists of a 45 minute session 
with a small group of no more than four pupils 
(one with special needs and three role models) 
and 15 minutes with the staff on their own to 
evaluate the session.

Social Skills

Benefits:
Developing awareness of self

Outcomes:
Better awareness of self and others, 
and ability to make and maintain 
relationships

Who is it for?
Children who are having difficulties 
making and maintaining relationships
Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.



18  Contact the Learning Support Team: 0115 876 5311 e: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Art Therapy

“What is art therapy? 
Art therapy is a form of psychotherapy that 
uses the media of art as its primary mode of 
expression and communication. Within this 
context, art is used as a medium to address 
emotional issues which may be confusing 
and distressing for a child or young person.

Art therapy can be provided in groups or 
individually. 

It is not a recreational activity or an art 
lesson, although the sessions can be 
enjoyable.	Children	do	not	need	to	have	any	
previous experience or expertise in art.”

www.baat.org/About-Art-Therapy 

Art therapy can provide an opportunity to 
explore thoughts and feelings that might be 
difficult to talk about. 

Through art making and the relationship with 
the therapies, children can come to terms with 
feelings that my have arisen from situations 

they have had no control over, and find 
new ways of managing and regulating their 
responses.

Following a referral the therapist will arrange 
an assessment to find out whether art therapy 
might be suitable at this time. Both the child 
and a parent or carer will need to give written 
consent. 

A block of support is offered and this is 
personalised to the needs of the child.

The only requirement is that schools are able 
to provide a private room which will not be 
interrupted for the hour-long session. 

Benefits:
•	 Externalising	and	experiencing	

mastery over emotional distress
•	 Experience	of	emotional	containment	

and psychological holding
•	 Safe	space	to	talk	and	think	about	

feelings, relationships and experiences

Outcomes:
•	 Relief	from	symptoms	of	internalised	

suffering, shame, distress
•	 Improved	ability	to	emotionally	self-

regulate
•	 Improved	relationships
•	 Processing	of	emotions	arising	from	

circumstances often beyond control

Who is it for?
Art therapists work with children who 
have a wide range of difficulties. These 
include emotional, behavioural or mental 
health problems, learning or physical 
disabilities, life-limiting conditions, 
neurological conditions and physical 
illnesses

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Transition Support

Nursery to 
School
This is our 
standard package 
for transition into 
school nursery. 
This package is 
flexible and where 
required can be adapted.
1. Home/day nursery visits to collate 

information for a Pupil Profile
2. We will visit the new school to gather 

photographs and information towards a 
school/nursery booklet with photos and 
other essential information (1/2 day) to be 
given to the child/parents

3. Support for parents and school/nursery 
staff with visits

4. Attend Multi Professional Meeting 
5. Support with Makaton signs and symbols, 

and resources if required 

Primary to Secondary
This is our standard package for primary to 
secondary transition. This package is flexible 
and where required can be adapted.
1. Completion of an “All About Me” 

information pack 
2. A Pupil Profile to be given to secondary 

school
3. Attend transition meetings
4. We will visit the new school to gather 

photographs and information towards “New 
School Book” (1/2 day) to be given to the 
child/young person

5. Transition 
activity 
resources 
– games, 
timetables 
with or without 
symbol support 
if required

Secondary 
to Post 16+
This is our standard 
package for post 
16 transition. This 
package is flexible 
and where required 
will be adapted, in 
negotiation with the 
school to meet the 
needs of the individual young person: 
1. Learning Support and the secondary school 

staff involved complete “All About Me” and 
school information packs 

2. Learning Support create a Pupil Profile 
using the information from school packs 
to be given to college/chosen education 
providers

3. We will attend all transition meetings
4. We will visit the college/new education 

provider to gather photographs and 
information towards a transition booklet to 
be given to the child/young person

5. Liaise with Futures/Pathway planning where 
there is involvement

Transition can be a difficult time for children with SEND. 

Benefits:
A smooth transition between settings

Outcomes:
Pupils with SEND are prepared and feel 
confident to transfer to a new nursery or 
school

Who is it for?
Any child moving to a new nursery, 
school or post-16 setting

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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The Learning Support team consists of 
specialist teachers who are able to carry 
out full diagnostic assessments to identify 
the presence of Dyslexia. In order to do 
this, stringent requirements are in place 
which require a specialist teacher to hold 
professional postgraduate SpLD qualifications. 

Reports are extensive and provide not only 
a more in-depth knowledge of the child 
or young person’s areas of strengths and 
difficulties, but also strategies to support 
them and ensure they are able to access the 
curriculum and achieve to their full potential.

The cost of this is discounted for schools and 
parents.

Contact the Learning Support team to book 
an assessment or for further information. 

Observations and Assessments

Dyslexia Assessment
(Full Diagnostic Assessment)

Benefits: 
A full diagnostic report confirms 
whether Dyslexia is present

Outcomes: 
Detailed profile of strengths and 
difficulties

Who is it for? 
Children aged 7+ struggling with 
reading, spelling and writing

Cost: 
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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The Learning Support team carry out 
a range of standardised specialist 
assessments which provide schools 
with a detailed profile of strengths and 
weaknesses.

Assessment of
• Cognitive skills
• Literacy-based assessments 

• Reading
• Spelling
• Phonological skills
• Comprehension

• Processing
• Working memory
• Motor skills including hand-eye  

co-ordination

Our reports ensure that the child’s needs are 
clearly identified enabling their difficulties to 
be fully understood. A report includes advice 
and support around suitable interventions and 
strategies of support.

Other Assessments Available

Benefits: 
A clearer understanding of difficulties

Outcomes: 
Able to support children to access 
curriculum and make progress

Who is it for? 
All children 

Cost: 
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.



22  Contact the Learning Support Team: 0115 876 5311 e: LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Access arrangements enable 
candidates with disabilities and special 
educational needs to access exams 
and demonstrate their knowledge and 
skills on an equal playing field. It is 
the school’s responsibility to ensure 
students receive the appropriate 
support.

In order to do this, stringent requirements are 
in place which require a specialist teacher 
to hold either a practising certificate or a 
Level 7 qualification to assess for access 
arrangements. Teachers in the Learning 
Support team are qualified to this level.

Access Arrangements

Benefits: 
Students that are eligible receive 
adjustments	in	external	examinations

Outcomes: 
Improves exam results

Who is it for? 
Students from Year 9

Cost: 
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Dyslexia Reports for Students 
going into Higher Education

For those students with Dyslexia 
who are considering entering higher 
education, and feel that extra support 
will be required when they are at 
university. This might be for support 
with studies, for extra time or other 
adjustments	in	examinations,	or	it	
might be that they are able to make 
an application for Disabled Students 
Allowance (DSA). A particular type of 
diagnostic report is required.

The report must meet the criteria set by SASC 
guidelines and must be written in a way that 
highlights the particular difficulties the student 
will have, with specific reference to higher 
education and the standards of attainment 
expected.

Similar to a Dyslexia report, this report will 
enable the student to apply for disabled 
students allowance (if they qualify).

In order to do this, stringent requirements are 
in place and specialist teachers must hold an 
up to date Assessment Practising Certificate. 
Teachers in the Learning Support team hold 
this certificate.

The cost is discounted for schools and 
parents.

Benefits: 
A full diagnostic report confirming 
Dyslexia is present

Outcomes: 
Access to support at university

Who is it for? 
Post-16 learners

Cost: 
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Continued Professional Staff Development

Communicating using 
Signs and Symbols

Being able to communicate is one the most 
important skills we need in education and life. 
Everything we do involves communication; 
everyday tasks, asking for food and drink, 
sorting out problems and making friends. 

Signs and symbols is based on the Makaton 
communication approach and is designed to 
support spoken language and natural speech.

Makaton can really help pupils who have 
difficulties with receptive and expressive 
language skills. These pupils may present 
as having limited speech and or having no 
speech at all. 

The outcomes of the training session 
will be:
• Understanding a range of communication 

difficulties
• Identifying pupils who would benefit from 

signs and symbols
• Practical ideas of how signs and symbols 

can be used
• Consideration of whole school 

implementation
• To become familiar with key signs and 

symbols for school

This can be delivered as a staff meeting or  a 
whole school INSET. It can also be offered to 
individuals or small groups of staff.

Benefits:
Development of communication 
skills through increased 
opportunities to communicate with 
staff and peers

Outcomes:
An inclusive communication 
environment

Who is it for?
•	 Whole	school	staff	and	academy	

trusts
•	 Parents
•	 Teachers	and	teaching	assistants

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning 
Support Teacher or contact the 
Learning Support Team to discuss 
your requirements.
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Dyslexia Awareness

Aims of the session:
• To raise awareness of Dyslexia
• To identify the barriers to 

learning
• To know strategies of support to 

overcome the barriers

Whole school training
We can offer whole school training. 
This would be delivered within your 
school as a half-day inset or staff 
meeting

Benefits:
Staff have an informed understanding of Dyslexia

Outcomes:
Removing barriers to learning through the 
appropriate use of recommendations

Who is it for?
•	 Whole	school	staff	and	academy	trusts
•	 Parents
•	 Teachers	and	teaching	assistants

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as competitive as 
possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support Teacher or 
contact the Learning Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.
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Supporting Children and Young 
People with Down Syndrome

Aims of the session:
• To raise awareness of the specific learning 

profile of children and young people with 
Down Syndrome

• To consider differentiation and strategies 
to support children and young people with 
Down Syndrome 

Central Training
The Learning Support team offer a half day 
training which we deliver on a regular basis.

This can be delivered as a staff meeting or a 
whole school INSET. It can also be offered for 
individual or small groups of staff.

Benefits:
Staff feel more confident to support the 
needs of children with Down Syndrome

Outcomes:
A greater understanding of the 
strengths and difficulties of children 
with Down Syndrome

Who is it for?
•	 Whole	school	staff	and	academy	

trusts
•	 Parents
•	 Teachers	and	teaching	assistants

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Colourful Semantics

Colourful Semantics is a simple 
programme designed to improve spoken 
sentence development. It was originally 
developed by Alison Bryan in 1997. It is aimed 
at assisting children to develop their grammar 
but is rooted in the meaning of the word 
(semantics).

It is a system to support spoken and written 
language learning across the curriculum, 
which can be used for 
• Sentence development
• Understanding questions
• Understanding written text 
• Developing vocabulary and learning facts
• Developing narrative

This can be delivered as a staff meeting or a 
whole school INSET (half day recommended). 
It can also be offered to small groups of staff.

Who? What 
doing?

When? Where?

Benefits:
•	 Improves	grammar	through	the	use	

of: 
•	 spoken	sentences
•	 answering	questions
•	 use	of	nouns,	verbs	adjectives,	

prepositions
•	 story	telling
•	 language	composition

Outcomes:
Improved literacy/English progress

Who is it for?
•	 Whole	school	staff	and	academy	

trusts
•	 Teachers	and	teaching	assistants

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning 
Support Team to discuss your 
requirements.
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Understanding Dyscalculia 

What is Dyscalculia?
How can it be identified?

Training includes: 
• Exploring research into understanding 

Dyscalculia 
• Identification 
• Teaching approaches and practical 

strategies 
• Looking at suitable resources
• Considering appropriate assessment for 

Dyscalculia 

This can be delivered as a staff meeting or a 
whole school INSET (half day recommended). 
It can also be offered to small groups of staff.

Benefits:
A greater understanding of Dyscalculia 
and suitable assessments

Outcomes:
Enables teacher to profile difficulties and 
look at support strategies

Who is it for?
•	 Whole	school	staff	and	academy	

trusts
•	 Teachers	and	teaching	assistants

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Using Manipulatives (Numicon) 
in Maths

The Learning Support team are 
Numicon trained. Numicon is a multi-
sensory approach to the teaching 
of mathematics using a process 
of action, imagery, conversation, 
structure and generalising.

This can be delivered as a staff meeting or a 
whole school INSET (half day recommended). 
It can also be offered to small groups of staff.

Benefits:
•	 To enable children with SEND to 

develop a basic understanding of 
using and applying maths

Outcomes:
•	 Improved progress data
•	 Children with SEND develop a greater 

understanding of maths

Who is it for?
•	 Children with SEND 
•	 Working within pre key stage 

standard (P levels)

Cost options:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.



Supporting Literacy - Clicker 7

What is Clicker 7?
A software programme that enables 
pupils to fully access all areas of the 
curriculum regardless of age and 
ability. 

• Clicker board
• Word and sentence grids
• Personalised books
• Voice notes
• Targeted spelling intervention
• Enhanced word prediction
• Realistic children’s voices 
• Can use in school and home
• Eye gaze recognition
• Touch screen enabled
• Speech to voice and voice to speech

We offer

• Delivery of an ‘Introduction to Clicker 7’ 
staff meeting

• Bespoke training with a small group of staff 
• Refresher courses
• Using assistive technology with Clicker 7
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Benefits:
Provides highly differentiated access to 
the curriculum

Outcomes:
Create a classroom of independent 
enthusiastic learners

Who is it for?
All learners from nursery to adults.

Cost:
We try to keep prices as low and as 
competitive as possible. 

Please speak to your Learning Support 
Teacher or contact the Learning Support 
Team to discuss your requirements.
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Contact the Learning Support Team: 
t:  0115 876 5311 
e:  LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Glenbrook Management Centre
Bilborough
Nottingham
NG8 4PD

56037


